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TRUONG SA! TRUONG SA!

Hai tiéng gian di va rat déi yéu thuong &y dugc cét Lén nhiéu, rgt nhiéu nhiing
nam gan day, khi Truong Sa da, dang va sé phai hung chiu nhiéu bao giong, u am
tu phia xa, phia gan... Digu dé duang nhu thoi thic moi nguoi con dét Viét, du o
trong nudc hay ngoai nudc, mong mot lan dugce dén vai Truong Sa, 0a vao Trudng
Sa, 6m ghi chat Truong Sa, ca bang vong tay &m nong hién hau, ca bang tam
thuc, tam linh.

Cuén sach ma ban dang cam trén tay, nhét la nhing ban tay tuéi tho, sé ké cho
ban nghe mot sé cau chuyén vé Truong Sa. Mét Truong Sa dep, trong treo, voi
voi. Mot Truong Sa cua san ho, gio l6c, cat nong, bién man, co ca vi man dang
cua mau bao nguoi, bao thé hé da dé xuéng dé bao vé vung troi, vung bién thiéng
liéng cua T6 qudée. Cé mau trang - xanh cua troi, mau trang - xanh do ngudi linh
bién, mau xanh cay phong ba, cay bang vuéng, hoac don gian chila mét rang
mong toi, mdt cong cé nho nhoi. Va néi bat hon hét, dam sau hon hét, yéu thuong
v0 han, dy la guong mat, anh mat, nu cuoi, nudc da sam den, ran roi, cuong nghi,
hon nhién cua nhing nguai gitr bién. Ho La bo doi hai quan, canh sat bién, kiém
ngu, nha gian DK1, ngu dan... va ca nhiing cong dan “nhi” cua Truong Sa. Cuén
sach clng ké vé nhiing nguai tu dat Lién, tu hai ngoai lan L6i, dau dau, thao thiét
dén Truong Sa. Nhing budi L& chao co T6 qudc trén dao chim, dao néi. Nhang
tiéng ndc nghen ngao tri an, ti€c thuong cac anh hung, liét sida nga xuéng dé
Truong Sa truong ton. Nhing ban tay siét chat, nhing anh mat khac khoai,
nhing ki vat tir long bién, nhiing béai “coc Bach Bang”, nhiing cot mdéc chu quyén,
nhing dang linh tram lang khi chiéu dén d6i mat vé noi ddu yéu... Bé la nhing gi
na tac gia, nha bao Nguyén My Tra mudén néi, mudén ké cling cac ban...

PGS, TS Nguyén Thé Ky

Nguyén Uy vién Trung uong Pang, nguyén Téng Giam déc Dai Tiéng noi Viét Nam
Chu tich Hoi dong ly luan, phé binh van hoc, nghé thuat Trung uong
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INnfroduction

TRUONG SA! TRUONG SA!

Those two simple affectionate words have become a household name in recent
years. During that time the archipelago has experienced much turmoil, and the
adversities are expected to continue. That turmoil has stirred in the heart of
every Vietnamese, living here in Vietnam or abroad, a desire to visit Truong Sa
(Spratly archipelago), a longing to hold Truong Sa in a warm embrace with all
our might, all our spiritual strength and conscience.

The book you are holding in your hands contains stories of the magnificent,
gorgeous, fathomless Truong Sa made of coral reefs, whirlwinds, hot sands,
salty seas, and the bitter taste of the blood shed by generations of Vietnamese
defending the sacred seas and skies of our country. The color of Truong Sa is
the blue and white of the sky, the blue and white of sailors’ uniforms, and the
green of velvetleaf soldierbushes (heliotropium foertherianum), sea putats
(barringtonia asiatica), and brave, tiny plantings of spinach and grass. Above
all, and most movingly, Truong Sa is the tanned skins and strong, kind, sincere
eyes and smiles of its defenders — the navy soldiers, policemen, fisheries
surveillance officers, DK1 platform crews, fishermen, and the families and
workers who support them.

This book is also about the people living on the mainland and overseas who
yearn to visit Truong Sa. It is about ceremonies saluting the Vietnamese flag
that flies over the islands and reefs... about tears of grief and gratitude shed for
the fallen heroes who have sacrificed their lives for Truong Sa... about hands
clasped in support or love, mementos from the sea, the wooden piles of Bach
Dang, territorial markers, solemn soldiers turning longing eyes toward the
faraway and beloved mainland... All of this is what journalist Nguyen My Tra has
attempted to portray here.

Former Associate Professor-Doctor Nguyen The Ky
Former Member of the Party Central Committee, Voice of Vietnam President
Chairman of the Central Council for Theory and Criticism of Literature and Art
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Truong Sa — Noi ta dén

Bd anh “Truong Sa - Noi ta dén” cua nha bao Nguyén My Tra khéong chi la nhng khuén hinh dep
vé canh vat, thién nhién giau co, phong phu cua bién dao Viét Nam, ma con khac hoa chan thuc
cuéc séng, sinh hoat, hoc tap, cong tac cua quan dan huyén dao Truong Sa va can bé chién si
nha gian DK1. Dac biét tac gia da ghi lai dugc nhiéu hinh anh tuoi mdi, giau tinh nhan van, thé
hién ro nét suc s6ng truang ton, tinh than lac quan, khat vong, y chi quyét tam cua bé doi hai
quan cung nhan dan va cac luc lugng trong su nghiép xay dung va bao vé ving chac chu quyén
bién dao, thém luc dia thiéng liéng cua Té quéc Viet Nam xa hoi chu nghia.

Mac du trong khoang thai gian khong dai, song bang tinh yéu bién dao tha thiét, vgi nhiét huyét,
tritué va tai nang sang tao cua minh, chi da ké vé Truong Sa, nha gian DK1 bang mét &n phdm
van hoa anh day mau sac va y nghia.

Chuédn dé d6c Pham Van Ving
Nguyén Chu nhiém Chinh tri, Hai guan Nhan dan Viét Nam

“Truong Sa - Here we come” is not just a magnificent photo collection of the rich and diverse
landscape of the sea and islands of Vietnam, but also an honest portrayal of the daily life

of the soldiers and civilians who live, work, and study on Truong Sa and the DK1 platform.
These photos have managed to capture, with originality and humanity, the ceaseless passion
for life, the positivity, and the determination of navy soldiers, civilians, and other personnel
on a mission to strengthen and defend the sacred sea territory of the Socialist Republic of
Vietnam.

In just a short time on Truong Sa, photographer Nguyen My Tra was able to exploit her own
enthusiasm, intelligence, and creativity to tell touching, true stories about Truong Sa and the
DK1 platform.

Rear Admiral Pham Van Vung
Former Political Commissar, Vietnam People’s Navy



Toi ctng da tung co nhiéu nam lan Lon véi Truong Sa. Nhiing con nguai, nhiing canh vat ¢ day, téi déu da thuéc.
Vay ma co nai toi nhu mdi thay lan dau. Nhiéu buc anh cua Nguyén My Tra da vuot qua dugc su phan anh thong
thuong cua mét phdong vién bao chi dé dat dén muc do nghé thuat.

Nguyén My Tra la mot nha bao gioi. Chi cé nhiéu bai viét hay. Khong it tranh luan kha sac sao. Nhung dé la nguoi
gioi chir, gioi ndm bat cac van dé co tinh thoi su, bao chi. Con nhiép anh lai la mot nghé thuat khac. Toi thuc su
ngac nhién trudc nhing buc anh cua Nguyén My Tra. Bep. Phong phu va da dang. That ngac nhién bdi nhin goc
chup, t6i biét tac gia rat dang cam, cling phai gioi leo tréo, mao hiém ma chi can so say trugt chan thi dén ca xac
ctng kho ma tim thdy chu dung noi dén viéc tim ki€ém duoc mot ve dep cua nghé thuat.

R4t nhiéu ve dep vua lang man vua chan thuc ctia canh sac Truong Sa, con nguai Truong Sa da bung lén trudce 6ng
kinh day cam xuc ctia Nguyén My Tra.

Vatéi tin, rat tin, tap anh nay sé lam quy vi va cac em yéu thich.

Nha tho Tran Bang Khoa
Phd Chu tich Héi Nha van Viét Nam

For many years, | have flung myself out there in Truong Sa. The people and landscape of this place are so
familiar to me. Yet sometimes they still appear anew as if | am seeing them for the very first time. Many
photos taken by Nguyen My Tra have gone beyond the typical nature of photojournalism to the realm of fine art
photography.

Nguyen My Tra is an outstanding journalist. She has penned many remarkable articles with no lack of stimulating
arguments. But it is one thing to be a writer who is good with words, who can distill the gist of the news.
Photography is altogether a different matter. | was genuinely astonished to see Nguyen My Tra's photos. They are
diverse and multi-dimensional. Analyzing the shooting angles, | realized how brave the photographer must have
been, daring to take risks, climbing up to reach barely accessible spots. From where she had to stand to shoot
some of these photos, one slip or trip could have been the end of her, never mind seeking to capture the beauty of
the shot.

The people and scenery of Truong Sa shine gorgeously through the emotional lens of Nguyen My Tra, which has
captured honestly yet romantically the splendors of this place.

| believe, | truly believe, that both adults and children will fall in love with this photo collection.

Poet Tran Dang Khoa
Vice President of Vietnam Writers’ Association

Truong Sa - Here we come

11



