VAN CAO ,
DOI NGUGI TREN CUA BIEN

o Lop tiéu hoc trwong Bonnal (Hdi Phong), Vin Cao & hang ngdi thir hai, ngay dwdi chdn thdy gido.
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N hac si Van Cao, tén that la Nguyén Van Cao, sinh ngay 15 thang 11 nam 1923, nguyén
quan 6 thén An Lé, xa Lién Minh, huyén Vu Ban, tinh Nam BDinh. Me éng theo chéng tol Hai Phong
va sinh &ng tai day. Thanh pho cang on &, can lao vdi tiéng ru clia me, tiéng coi tam sém trua, tiéng
séng cta bién... da nudi Ldn tinh yéu, khat vong cta Van Cao nhiing ndm thang dau doi.

Thu& nién thiéu, 6ng hoc truong Bonnal (nay & truong Trung hoc phd thdng Ngd Quyén, Hai
Phong), sau chuyén sang truong dong Saint Joseph va éng dugc cac thay cé ngudi Phap day am
nhac. Nhing trang ky &m, nhitng bai Thanh ca da lam gidu thém tam hon day cam xUc cla ciu bé

Van Cao.
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Cha 6ng von & gidm doc nha may nudc Hai Phong. Cha mat viéc, gia dinh tdng thiéu, Van Cao
phai bé hoc. Day la budc ngoat Ldn trong doi dng. Khong con dén truong, Van Cao tdi 1o vo cla nguoi
anh, tap quyén, cuoc, nem dao, phong dinh. Cau vo sinh cham chi luyen cong phu dam vao tuong,
dlng ban tay chém dén nat than chubi... Sau mot thoi gian, cha Van Cao cling cb xin dugc cho con
“chan” dién thoai vién & s buu dién gan nha.

Trong thoi gian & Hai Phong, Van Cao tham gia nhém Bong Vong cling Canh Than, Hoang Quy,
T6 VU... va nhom nhac tao nén nhing hanh khic hung trang lAy dé tai tU lich s dan toc nhu GO
Bo‘ng Ba, Thang Long hanh khuc ca, Gio nui, Anh em kha cam tay. Van Cao lam quen vai Pham Duy,
khi d6 [a ca si trong gadnh hat Bic Huy. Nam 16 tudi, Van Cao sang tac bai hat dau tién: Buodn tan
thu, va Pham Duy la nguoi da hat ca khuc.

Tudi tho cua Van Cao gan nhu chi gan bé véi LT tré bén Bén Binh, nhung lén lén, 6ng thay Hai
Phong qué chat choi. Nam 1943, 6ng lén Ha Noi, dang ky hoc [8p du thinh cla truong Cao didng My
thuat Bong Duong.

NZm 1944, Van Cao duoc dong chi Vi Quy giao nhiém vu thanh ap ddi tri gian véi tén goi Do
danh du Viét Minh. Ciing trong thoi gian nay, 6ng séng tac nhiéu ca khic ndi tiéng nhu Sudi mo,
Thu co liéu, Truong Tri, Cung dan xua, Bén xudn, Thién thai... ducc gicl chuyén moén danh gia la
“cuc diém cla lang man tinh trong ca nhac Viet Nam”. Tuy da phén ca khuc ra doi gial doan nay
chua dung tam su budn cla ong, do thuc la nhtng khuc tinh ca b4t hi cda nén am nhac Viét Nam.
Ngoai nhac, Van Cao con viét bao, lam tho, vé tranh. Ong tham gia Hoi Van héa Ciu quoc, viét cho
bao Hoc lap...

Van Cao da sang tac ca khic Tién gudn ca trong nhiéu ngay tai cin gac s6 171 phd Mongrand
(nay 1 nha 45 phd Nguyén Thuong Hién, Ha N&i). Thang 11 nam 1944, éng tu tay viét ca khic [én
d4 dé in trén trang Van nghé cla bao H4dc (4p. Ngay 13 thdng 8 ndm 1945, Cha tich H6 Chi Minh
duyét Tién quén calam quoc ca cla nudc Viet Nam Dan chi Cong hoa. Ngay 17 thadng 8 ndm 1945,
ca khic duoc hat lan dau tién tai cudec mit tinh cla cong chuc Ha Noi. Ngay 19 thang 8 nam 1945,
tai quang truong Nha hat Lén, dan dong ca Thiéu nién Tién Phong hat Tién quén ca, dang sau 3 (4
ct dd sao vang trai dai tU ndc nha hat xudng téi mat san. Bai Tién quén ca |a cla dan toc Vit Nam
tt do. Cach mang Thang Tam thanh céng, nuac Viet Nam Dan chu Cong hoa duoc thanh lap, Qubc
hoi khoa | chinh thiic chon Tién quédn calam Quéc ca Viét Nam. Trong ban Hién phap dau tién cla

Viét Nam n3am 1946, Diéu 3, ghi ro: “Qubc ca la bai Tién quén ca.”

(1) Vi Quy (1914 — 1945): Nha hoat dong cach mang, Quyén Bi thu Ban can sy Pang Ha Noi.
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Bai Tién qudn ca “khong nhitng chi la mot ban nhac hay so voi nhiéu bai quoc ca cua cac

nuoc khac ma no con co day du gia tri tiéu biéu, vi no da gan bo tinh cam voi nhiéu thé hé noi

tiép nhau trdi qua nhiéu ching dwong gian nan va vinh quang ciia lich sir dan toc Viét Nam ™.
(Trdn Cung)

Sau Cach mang Thang Tam nam 1945, Van Cao lam phong vién va trinh bay cho bao Lao dong.
Nam 1946, 6ng dugc giao nhiem vu chuyén chaé vu khi va tién vao mat tran Nam B6 cung Ha Bang
An?, sau dé chinh thic tham gia Hdi Vin héa Céu quéc va duoc bau la Uy vien Ban Chap hanh. Van
Cao hoat ddng & Lién khu Ill, phu trach t6 diéu tra clia cdng an Lién khu va viét bado Hdc (p. Pau

nam 1947, 6ng dugc ct phu trach mot bo phan diéu tra dic biét cla cong an Lién khu X @ bién gici

¥y "a " [l

phia Bac, nhan nhiém vu két nghia véi Vua Méo dé (4p ra phong tuyén bdo mat nham ngan quan ‘
o X | o S o L . * Vo chong nhac st Van Cao thoi tre. * Gia dinh nhac st Van Cao.
Quoc dan dang Trung Hoa tran sang khi thua tran. Van Cao md& quan ruou ¢ Lao Cal lam dia diém
theo dou.

Thang 3 ndm 1948, Van Cao duoc két nap vao Pang Cong san Bong Duong. Cudi nam 1949,

Van Cao chuyén sang phu trach Doan Nhac si Viét Nam. Thoi ky nay, 6ng tiép tuc sang tac cac ca

khic ndi tiéng nhu Lang t6i (1947), Ngay maa (1948), Tién vé Ha NGi (1949) va dac biét la Trudng
ca S6ng L6 (1947).

Van Cao & nguti chong trdch nhiém, 4m 4p, ngudi cha nghiém khac nhung day yéu thuong. Cé
thé néi rang ngudi vo yéu quy [a chd dua cla 6ng subt may chuc ndm, tU ngay ba duoc ga cho ng.
Co tiéu thu xinh dep da la nang tho cho 6ng nhiing cdm xdc dat ddo ma viét nén nhiing bai tho tuyét
cl. C6 nhiing thoi ky dai, Van Cao di ddu cling cung nguai vo tao khang, cé nguoi di nghi, nhung sau
ho hiéu rang ba di clng la dé cham séc va ngdn nhiing con boc dong nghé sicd thé anh hudng téi
stic khée cla 6ng. Ba yéu 6ng béi tai ndng, nhung hon hét, ba yéu ban tinh khiém nhuong va ludn
tim t0i sdng tao. Van Cao vé khong nhiéu, moi buc tranh 6ng vé xong déu duoc ban bé, anh em,

nhitng nha suu tap... mua ngay, nhung cé mot bic tranh rat nhiéu ngudi hdi mua ma 6ng khéng ban:

(1) Nguén: Trung tdm Luu trit quoc gia IT1, Y kién cua Tran Cung ngay 11/5/1981 vé Qudc ca, Phong Nhac s Minh Tam, ho so 109,
to 15.

(2) Ha Bang An (1914 — 1982): Nguyén Tong cuc trudng Tong cuc Puong sat Viét Nam, Chi tich Hoi Béng da Viét Nam Dan chu
Cong hoa. e Gia dinh nhac st Van Cao.
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Vai nhang dong gop trong hoat dong nghe thuat,

dac biet trong viec sang tac 7/én quan ca, theo Sac

lénh s6 32-SL ngay 25 thang 4 ndm 1949, nhac si Van /
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Poc lap hang Ba, Huan chuong Boc lap hang Nhat... V%g e, o
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Nam 1996, mot nam sau ngay 6ng mat, Nha nuoc truy ' a&-“*’f""f;.ur 7
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tadng 6ng Gidi thusng Ho Chi Minh cao quy nhat trong

>/

linh vuc van hoc - nghé thuat, ngay dot trao giai dau
tien. Tén 6ng dugc dat cho nhiéu con phé dep ¢ Ha No,
Thanh phd Ho Chi Minh, Hai Phong, Hué, Pa Nang,

Nam Dinh... s fard
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e Vo chéng nhac st Van Cao tai nha riéng 108 phé Yét Kiéu.
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d6 & chan dung ngudi vo. Buc tranh gian di, nhe nhang, nhu thay (i 6ng mudn ndi: khéng bao gid

em roi xa téi... Vi con cai, Van Cao ludn dé con tu phan dau, phat trién theo con dudng riéng, khong

~

dlng cai béng ctia minh ép budc con lua chon nghé nghiép, nhung rat tinh ¢, moéi ngudi con cua

ong lal lua chon theo dudi moét mén nghe thuat cua cha. Con trai truong Van Thao hoc Bai hoc My

thuat Céng nghiép, sau cé lam tho, viét nhac, con trai thtt Van Bang & nha tho, cdu ba Van Thanh

V4

theo hoi hoa, con gai Ut hoc nhac.

* Dai tuong Vo Nguyén Gidp va Nhac st Van Cao, nam 1992.



Anh: Nghé si nhiép anh Trc’inV an Luu.
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