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au chuyén nay bit dau tir doan két thic Niam

thing ving son. Chuyén ké vé cudc tranh ddu

cda Laura va Almanzo Wilder trong nhitng
nam diu cudc séng hon nhan cia ho va la chuong ké
tip clia cAu chuyén bit dAu tir thoi the 4u cda Laura
da trai dai suét tém cuén sch trude dd. Nhing bién
6 xdy ra trudc dd dugc mé ti trong Trén dudng hoi
huong (“On the Way Home”) — cudn nhart ki cda Laura
ve nhiing cudc mao hiém cia gia dinh nhé bé éy, khi ho
di chuyén bing xe ngua ché d6 tir linh thé Dakota tdi

Missouri nim 1894.

Bén thio cudn Thud ban diu niy dugc tim thiy gita
nhiing gidy t& cia Laura. Ba da viét bing but chi trong
ba tip v8 hoc tro ¢d bia mau vang cam mua & tiém tap
hda Springfield tit lau 1im, véi gid nim xu méi tap. Laura
viét nhing ban nhdp diu tién ciia cdc cudn sich trudc

Ié . e 4 N
day cda ba cing theo cdch ay. Toi dodn ba viét cuon nay
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khoédng cubi nhang nim 1940, va sau khi Almanzo mAt

ba khong con hing thd trong viéc duyét xée lai va hoan
tat d€ xuAt ban. Vi ba da khong lam nhu véy, nén cd su
khdc biét khi so véi nhang cuén sdch trudc dé vé cich
ké chuyén.

Mot phin quan trong trong ban thio ké vé liic chao
d6i va tudi tho cda Rose, con gdi cia Laura va Almanzo.
Rose 12 ban than quy nhét vi ciing [ ngusi ¢6 van ctia t6i.
Toi gip Rose tir hoi t6i con [a mot cAu bé va sau niy toi
tré thanh luit su riéng cia ba. Vg chéng toi gém gli voi
Rose trong rat nhiéu nim. Rose dua ban thio cuén séch
nay cho t6i gid, va sau khi ba mat, nim 1968, t6i dem lai
nha xuét bin Harper & Row (bdy gis 1a HarperCollins).
Sau khi da suy nght cin ke vé lugng v6 tan doc gia tré em
va ngudi In cda bo sdch Ngdi nha nhé, va can nhic didu
ma Rose va Laura ¢ thé rit mong mubdn, cic bién tap
vién nha xudt ban Harper vi t6i da dong y 1a ban nhdp
nguyén thiy ciia Laura nén dugc xuét bin nhu ba da viée
lAn dAu tién trong nhng tdp vé mau cam thud trudc.

Rose 16n [én, tré thanh mot téc gid ndi tiéng, mang
trong ngudi dong mdu tién phong ctia me, biéu 16 qua
nhiéu cudc phiéu luu & nudec My va hii ngoai. Ba viét
nhiéu cudn sich diy mé hoic vé nuéc My va nhing noi
chén xa x6i nhu Albania, vi ba duoc biét téi & khrflp noi
trén thé gidi. Nhung Rose trudng thanh trong thai ki
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ma phu na khong chd tdm di tim danh vong. Ba chon
chiéu roi 4nh sdng trén doi séng clia ngudi khéc thay vi
cda chinh minh, vi vay cudn sdch vé than miu ba, than
phu ba, va v& chinh ba chi dugc xuit ban sau khi ba da
qua doi.

Rose (sau nay thanh ba Rose Wilder Lane) cé mot
cudc séng phong phu v ban ron. Sau khi thin miu qua
doi, ba dung bdi cinh cho cuén Trén duong hoi huong. Ba
cing viét bai cho cdc tap chi, mot s6 bai dugc in trong
tuyén tdp Woman’s Day Book of American Needlework
(Cim Nang May Vi Dink Cho Phu Ni@). Ba da danh ric
nhidu thoi gian cho mot cuén sdch quan trong chua dugc
xuAt ban, vi nim 1965 ba dugc phdi qua Viét Nam véi
tu cdch phdng vién chién trudng & tudi biy muoi tdm!
Rose doc séch khong ngting va hiéu biét sau réng vé hiu
khép moi dé tai, hon bat ki ngudi ndo ma tdi da ting
c6 dip quen biét. M6t tudn trudc khi lén duong thuc
hién chuyén du lich thé gidi § tudi tém muoi mét, tim
ba bét ng6 ngung dap, tai cin nha ba da cu ngu sudt ba
chuc nim & Danbury, Connecticut. Pém trudc dd, ba
con thuc chuyén tro vui nhén va séng dong vdi ban be
sau khi dai ho mén binh mi nudng ndi tiéng cda minh.

Nhung m chuyén gi xy ra sau nhing bién c§ dugc
mo ta trong hai cubn Thué ban diu va Trén duong hoi
huong — sau khi Laura, Almanzo, va Rose da dén “Mien
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dit cia nhitng trdi tdo to mau dé”? (“The Land of the Big
Red Apple”.)

O d6, noi vung Ozarks, chinh tay Almanzo, doi tay
khéo 1éo va chuin xdc da dung 1én mot cin nha thon da
dAy quyén rd trén manh dit ma sau niy Laura dit tén [
Néng Trai Rocky Ridge. Ho sinh séng vi canh tdc thanh
cong & dd trong subt cudc séng lau dai va hanh phic, va
Almanzo diing lai vao nim 1949 § tudi chin muoi hai,
con Laura nim 1957 & tudi chin muoi. Cin nha cda ho
dugc gia ¢6 chic chin d€ ton tai mai mai, va nhing du
khdch may min dén Mansfield, ti€u bang Missouri, cd
thé thiy ngbi nha hanh phiic 4y véi nhing c6 vit trong
tang d4 6ng khéi 16 sudi, nhiéu d6 dac Almanzo tu ché,
cting nhiéu bdu vit khdc. Ciy vi cAm cida ba, ciy dan
organ ctia Mary, va hop dung kim chi xinh xin cta Laura
con ¢ d6 cung vdi mot vii mén dd cda Rose. Nong Trai
Rocky Ridge i 1a khu trién 1am phi lgi nhuan vinh vién.
Néu ban ¢ dip dén do, nhang ngudi phu trdch bio tang,
chinh ho da ting yéu mén va biét 16 nhing ngusi trong
nha Wilder, s& hudng dan ban thim Viéng va ké cho ban
nghe nhiing chi tiét ¢ thé khong tim thdy trong tip sich
Ngdi nhix nhd, girip ban biét 16 hon vé Laura, Almanzo,
va Rose.

Chung ta ai cing udc phdi chi con nhiéu cudn

truyén khdc nta cia Laura. Ching ta biét dén va yéu
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mén nhiing pham chat tinh céch va tinh than t6t dep cia

ho. Ho da di vao doi séng cia ching ta, dem lai thém y

nghia cho doi séng 4y. Nhung néu nhu khong thé doi héi

thém gi nita, thi mong sao nhdng cu chuyén vé dsi séng

ctia ching ta ciing sé ddng ké nhu nhing ciu chuyén vé
doi séng cda ho.

Roger Lea MacBride

Charlottesville, Virginia

Thdng By, 1970
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khoce dao dav

hiing vi sao moc thp vi ruc r6 trén thio nguyén.

Trén mit dAt trii dai, 4nh sao soi r6 nhtng go

cao, va giéu nhang hom dat cing nhu cdc chd
tring trong ving t51i ddm mau.

Cip ngua 6 kéo chiéc xe song ma ludt nhanh trén
con dudng chi la moét vét moé biang ngang déng c6. Mui
xe ha thip, vd nhiing i sao téa 4nh sing diu dang trén
cdi béng m& clia ngudi ddnh xe ciing vdi ddng ngudi ngéi
canh trong trang phuc miu tring, phin chiéu trén mit
nudc Ho Bac phia dudi bo hé thip moc diy ¢6 dai.

Dém tdi ngot ngao néng huong hoa héng dai thio
nguyén dim suong dém, moc thanh tiing dém bén 16i di.

Mot giong ntt trAm ngot ngao vuon nhe lén trong
khéng gian, trén tiéng v6 ngua lop cop, luc ngua, xe va

nhtng béng hinh m¢ 4o bing ngang 16i di. Duong nhu
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