Dém ng6i mot minh

(Poc da)®

Mét manh ddt vita 6n vita thdp & noi thanh thi
Mot con ngudi viia gia vida 6m gitta troi ddt
Dem than ra ddi da thanh ngudi thiia

Nau vét hay chiu lam than vdy

Nhung nan rét nan lut cit lién tiép phdt sinh

Huodng chi dan den bi tai nan chua dugc hoi phuc
Khong c6 mot sach lugc gi cho ddi dugc thdi binh
Then minh la nha nho ma tdm thudng dén thé.

Vit Khiéu (dich nghia)

(1) Nhing bai tho cht Han clia Cao Ba Quét (1808-1854) dugc dich nghia in
trong tiéu thuyét nay da trich & Tuyén tdp tho védn Cao Bd Quadt, in lan thit ba,
Nha xuat ban Van Hoc 1984.
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Trong lic om

(Bénh trung)

La mét anh do6 hu, than tan ma chua chét

C6 gugng mang bd xuong méi mon con phdi
nhd ngudi nang ho

Nép minh giita trdi ddt, thuong ban tay cé don

Ngodnh nhin con dudng may khoi, chi cd chua
dugc ving vay

Biét bao gi¢ dugc vé & yén trong té nhu con
chim én

Mot ngay kia lai then vdi dan qua ddu noi vudn
tot tuoi

Chtt bé con khéng hiéu cdi bénh Duy Ma ctia ta

Ctt héi ludn rang: vanh dai lung c6 gay di phdn

nao khong.

Hoang Trung Thong (dich nghia)
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Chai dau

(So dau)

Mot doi dd phu cd ndm xe sdach

Trdi mdi gio bui, mdi toc cang thua thém
Tam su va toc cdn chi phdi so sanh ngdn dai
bén luc da réi boi thi ciing réi bdi nhu nhau.

Xuan Trang (dich nghia)

Chiéu ta, say tro vé

(Bac van; tuy quy)

Say mém, di vé khong cdan ngudi dd

Cad mot ddi song mit mo nhitng khoi cung tre
Lam ram khé héi béng hoa sen

“Co dé dugc bang mdt rugu ctia ta khéng?”

Nguyén Van Bach (dich nghia)
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Hoa bai tho tho 70 tuoi

ctia 6ng Kinh Doan ho Nguyén
- Nguyén Cong Tra

(Phuc hoa Kinh Doén Nguyén Cong

thdt thap tho, thii van)

Mot minh ngoi chéng tay vao cam nhin vé nui

phia nam

Xa tudng dén héi tién sinh con chua gia
Su gdp go cuia bdc anh hung tit xua van

khdc thudng

Nhiing ngudi tudi cao dic cd (nhu tién sinh)

ngay nay thdt hiém

12

Mui doi dda ném du roi rit cuc van can dén ruou
Cam ngdt hoa suong khéng cho bén vao rau
Nghe néi ngudi muén quay vé ngon nui Hong
C6 lé sau muoi chin ndm qua déu la sai ca.

Trac Khé (dich nghia)
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Phéi khi mua hanh hao, gi6 bic théi dém ngay
lién hoi ky trin, tréi ddt mu mit trén song Cai,
thoat trong sang chdng thdy Ba Moc, chg Cau Chay
dau, ca dat Ké Chg vui vao lan cat doé ruc. Song
dé y k¥, dan dan nhin ra nhiing cai nan, cai thung,
ngudi voi gong ganh sang ngang va déi choc, mot
cai mang, mot chiéc thuyén dai tat vao an bén chg
Ong Nuéc, bon ngudi neo 1ai phai vira chéo vita ho
oi i dé 1ay dudng nudc gitta lan cat m¢ md tap vao
mit. Tudng nhu gid cat trién mién, do giang cach
trd thé, chdng may ai qua lai, thé nhung moi dén
thdi thi chi mot nhat, bén nay séng, bén kia song
da day lén.

Cai tin 6ng gido thu Cao bi hai & Ké dua vé dén
Dau Chuia hau nhu ai cling biét. Di nhién bdi cé
ngudi & cic xo6m trong bii dau nay bay lau da di
theo 6ng. Ai cling con mong ngoéong tin tic nguoi
khac nita. Nhung cai hung tin 6ng giao thu bi chém
chét, lai néi rd bi doi Quang d3 khét tiéng ac & Son
Tay chém nga ngua gitia trin thi dich réi. C6 nguoi
lang khi v& tran chay tu trén dy vé di ké dugc mat
thay rd rang.
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C6 mot ngudi bung noéng nhu Iita dot, dy 1a cai
nha Coi & lang bén. Coi di cdp sach cip trap hau
thay t hoi 6ng gido thu con ngoi bdo hoc & lang
nha. Ro6i thay vao Kinh lam quan, ching biét pham
thuong phaéi tu tdi thé nado, dén khi thay vé phua
Qudc lam giao thuy, nhung lang nudc cl goi tén 1én
chtic huin dao. Thay vé lang ai cling mot diéu thua
b4dm quan huin. Thay lai goi Cdi l1én theo. Thang ba
ngay tam, roi nhiing khi chua dén ky han tai dau
xudi, Coi lai 1én phit Quéc. Théi thi cip sach hay
cap trap, mai myc hay cAm cd¥, cim sung van mot
da vay. Mot ngay nén nghia, va chdng, Coi cling
dugc diing hang mén sinh, dong mén hoc tro thay.
Hang nam, déng mon thudc ngdy ky hai 6 sinh ra
thay, hay khi com mdi va tét nhit, thay & nha trong
lang, thay ra ngoai dinh Ngang hay trén Ho Tay, Coi
cling dugc du. Gia canh thay thanh bach, nhung
mot nha c6 dong d hoc trd bo hoc trd con, dong
moén don dong moén kép, that phuc dic hiém thiy.

Ngay thay Cao vé pht Qudc rdi ndi quin, Coi
theo ngay. Cai ganh diu kiém &n do nhit dé nha
cho mu Cai. Ra di, chi néi: “Nay nha no, thay nhan
viéc nudc nhu Ia chay, ta phai di day.” Mu vg vung
vang, ldm bam: chay thién ha chi chay dau nha
minh ma mua viéc. Chdng biét Cdi c6 nghe tudng
cau than vin 4y khong, nhung Coi di di budt ra
ngoai céng réi. Vg Cdi ganh diu di ban cac x6m,
hét lai sang dong bén bén Ba Moc. Ban cing méi
phai 14y si thé, ching dugc may 1o 14i.
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Thinh thodng, d6i khi Cai vé, di cit dau trén
phd LAm r6i nhd bé mang tha vé. Khi di khi &,
ching noi ching rdng, c 1am lui thé, nhung thuc
thuong vg vat v3, con cai lai mudn man. Ngudsi vg
cuc tinh, c6 hém vé, Ci phai lui hui théi com l4y.
Coi chiu nhin vi Cdi biét minh ciing phi tinh, né
ma cin nhin, y eo thi C8i vat c§, don nhtr ti ngay.
Chuyén vira roi, Coi vé, d3 may phién hét dau,
mu v¢ & li nha. Coi ciing dong long, lai tit ta
1én ngugc. Réi xin chan ddy be gb, dé ghé dugc ca
chuc thung ddu triu. May ma luc 4y Coi nhd ra,
ngbc day, co neo cai bé ghé dugc vao dau bén choc
lat, khong dén ndi troi thing. Chi vi may hom Coi
1én con soOt rét, ndm run trong léu méang. RS la, &
trén K&, cd thang trong riing, leo nii nhodn nhoat
nhu con tudu, thé ma chi mét phién qua Hung da
nga nudc. Vita dut con sot, lai sot rudt trén Ké Son.
Tu khi rat vao My Luong thi cé co dung chan lau
dugc. Nhung ma ro6i thé ndo chi, dau lai chiu ru
ru trong x6 ring. Chéc la thay mong... Cling vi ct
lo, ctt thao thiic thé dam ra tinh ngl, may ma canh
chting nhé dugc bén lang...

Nhung ma, khi qua gian lao, ngudi ta hay ging
stc, sau roi mdi thay nhoc. Budc vao nha, Cdi biu
tay 1én cai cot hién, hai dau géi con run. Con ma
lam bénh sot rét, cang khoe né cang hanh, tudng
lai quy. R6i Coi nam liét giudng ca phién chg, mit
héc hac béch nhu manh gidy ban. Vita mdi ngoc
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dau day dugc thi cai tin thay Cao chét tran 4p veé.
Cdi ngoi 1én, tua lung vao vach. Cdi clf ngdi nhu
pho tugng, tf chiéu cho dén nita dém.

Cdi con nhuc nhoi hon ca luc duong con sot.
M6i thang trudc, Coi vé trong Ké. My nim di hau
thay khdp cac tran, tit pht Thanh Oai vao phtt Ung
Hoa, sang bén Qué Quyén, dén khi ngugc 1én pht
Quoc luot nita, cham tran véi quan lanh binh Son
Tay r6i mdi lui vao My Luong. Thong thd, Coi dugc
thay dé vé lo viéc nha it ngay. Biy lau, thinh thodng
thay van cho thé. Thi Cai 1én ngay phtt LAm 14y dau
vé. Pinh & nha vai phién di ban d& mu 4y. Thé ma
bay gid nghe thay bi dung & Ké, thay da chét & Ké,
vay laralam sao?

Cdi khong thé tin. Vita méi hom nao & Ké véi
thay kia ma. Pén hom c6 ngudi trudng trang 1én
dén bdo nho:

- Mai dong mén ciing naim muoi ngay thay.

Cdi mdi nla tin na ngd. Lita mot luc mu dy di
dau, Cbi chong cai don can, budng ciia, di dén day.
Pam déng mon ciing ndm mudi ngay thay l[am kin
& mot nha ngoai dau dong. Bon chiic dich ma biét
thi phai mang va nén khéng mé lgn, thit trau cung
va khong an uéng, ma chi thip nén huong, nhiing
nén huong den chAm lén réi cdn thin quay cét cho
khoéi tu bay 1én trgi, trong x6m khong ngli thiy
mui huong cung. Hau khap cac hoc tro thay dén.
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Nguoi trudng trang quy lay trudc ban thd cé bai vi
thay, go hai tiéng: O ho! O ho! Réi khoc rung ric.

Bdy gid Coi m&i ngd ngg thay da mat that. Coi
vé, nim nhu bi s6t lai mat nita bubi. Hom sau, Cdi
1% khit bao vo:

- S6m mai, nha may cho t6i mot ndm com.

- Ngudi con nhu con sén thé, di dau?

Coi thd dai:

- Phai ra ngoai xem thé nao.

Mu Cbi gat:

- Xem x0 cai gi?

- Chua biét a?

- Lang nay con may dua toi theo roi. RS & dung
chang lanh...

- Ong v4 v& mdém bay gid!

Moi khi, thé nao mu ciing dugc dn may cai
dap, qua thui. Nhung luc &y Cbi chi trgn mat, chac
la mét trang nhd, trong nha t6i Am sdm, mu khéng
nhin théy.

Hom sau, Cdi con 14y by, cling chua di dugc.
Mu 4y & ngoai xo6m vé, cim mot ndm la chudi kho
16t chdng 1am 6, r6i ndm Uup mdt, rén u :

- Toi... lay con ma ring... Con ma nga nudc...
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Chéng biét that hay v&. Thé 1a mu ndm mat
x6. Pén trua, mu trd day théi niéu com roéi lai
vao chdng ndm rén ri khong dn. Mu hay gia cach,
nhung ciing c6 thé mu bi lay con ma ngi nudc Cai
dem trén ngugc vé.

Coi noi:

- Tao di day.

Mu khoc hu hu:

- Gioi dat o, di ma chét, ngudi ta di chét kia kia.

Hom sau, Coi di tu ga gay. Coi sang bén Sui
xem thé ndo. Coi tat td di. Mot luc, ngudc nhin,
thdy d6 xuém. Khéng phdi mat trdi dd moc, ma
luc 8y mdi tang tang sang. Buong mua cay, khong
phai Ita dot goc ra sudi cla tré chin trau bd trén
canh dong con 4m 1 dén sang. Chay, chay roi. Chay
lang, chay cuép dét lang. Coi ba chan bén cing
chay vé phia ngon lta boc trén liy tre, cang dén
gan cang rd duong chay & Sui.

Chgt nghi ra, c6 thé quan quan vé dot lang,
troc nd ho Cao. Coi vira lo vira thip thom, thd hong
hoc. Con s6t méi dut, tudng dut hoi dugc. Nhung
mot stic manh la lung d4y Cai chay bing biang.

Coi di 1én dén trén mot go cao ven by deé.
Pudng vao lang trudc mat, Coi da thudc lau moi
quang. Coi dung sling, bdi vi dung, duong chay
to trong lang SGi. Quan quan vé giét ngudi, dot
lang r6i. Coi bn rin tay chin, toat moé hoéi lanh.
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