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LO| NOI DAU

NGUYEN TOAN THI

Tif sau ndm 1954, Hiép dinh Geneva dugc ki két, song Bén Hai trd thanh ranh gidi cat
chia hai mién Nam, Bic. Nhin din mién Nam d4 anh diing chién d4u dé€ gianh lai nén
doc lap va thong nhit cho dit nudc. Anh em hoa si chung t6i cling nd luc dong gop hét
stic minh vao coéng cudc chién d4u dy.

Dudi ngon cd lanh dao cia Mit trdn Dan tdc Gidi phong mién Nam Viét Nam,
Hoi hoa vung Giai phong da ti€p noi truyén thong tu thai khang chién chéng Phap véi
nhiém vu ¢4 vii cudc d4u tranh ctia nhin dan mién Nam, nhim gianh lai nén théng nhit
nudc nha.

Tu Ha Noi, cac nghé si da di theo Budng mon H6 Chi Minh vao chi vién cho chién
trudng mién Nam, bdo cdo nhin nhiém vu v6i Bo Tu 1énh Mit trdn Dan tdc Gidi phéng
mién Nam Viét Nam, sau d6 dugc phan cong dén cac chién khu khip Pong bang Cliu
Long Giang. Nhiéu khéa hoc vé nghé thuit di chinh thtic dugc md& ra dé€ dao tao vé nghé
thuat Gidi phéng cho mot thé hé nghé si mai.

Trén manh d4t mién Nam rudt thit thin yéu ctia chung t6i, khong mot tic dit nao
khong han sau nhitng vét thuong chién tranh khing khiép.

Hoi hoa viing Gidi phong da trdi qua nhiéu khé khin va gian khé. Hau hét cac hoa si
déu rat tré, dugc dao tao gip rut qua trudng 16p mi thuat ngay trong vung Giadi phong.
Tu ndm 1961, nhiéu khoa dao tao hoi hoa khéng chinh quy da dugc mé.

Song va chién diu trong long cach mang, 16p hoa si tré méi dugc dao tao dy da trd
thanh nhitng chién si anh diing, b&i ho rén luyén va trudng thanh ngay gitta cac tran
danh khéc liét. Thay tro ching téi cung nhau ki hoa va cung nhau chién dau ngay trong
chién hao, cung khic hoa nhitng hinh 4nh khéng thé 1ang quén ctia cudc khang chién.

Nhiéu buic vé d3 bi thit lac, cing khién cho nhitng btic chung ta con giit gin dugc trd
nén vo gia.

Nam 1970, t6i dugc phan cong vé Chau Ddc, gan bién gidi Campuchia. Téi mang
theo trong hanh trang tit ca nhiing buc tranh clia minh. Mot ngay thang Hai ndm 1971,
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Nguyén Toan Thi, Em Kim Ba (tir t&m dnh chan dung).
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cdn cl clia chung t6i 8 An Giang, gdn Chiu Ddc bi dich phat hién, réi sau d6 ching can
dit. T6i nau minh dudi ham, chd dich rat. Gan toi, cé chiéc truc thing lugn vong ngay
trén hdm t6i 4n ndp, toi nghe tiéng loa phong thanh:

“Chung tdi thu dugc hai ki tai liéu cia mdt hoa si Viét Cong. Phdi tim diét, dé€ n6
khong vé dugc nita!”

Toi sOng sot sau tran can dy, nhung hiu hét nhiing biic tranh cia téi thi khong,.

Cudc song thdi chién gian khé, thiu thén vo cung. Chung t6i thiéu hoa phdm, thiéu
c& mau vé. Nhung chung toi vin sang tac, tim moi cach khac phuc khé khin. Chung toi
ki hoa nhanh bang but chi, but may, but muc hay mau nudc... trén bat ki t& gidy nao kiém
dugc, ké ca trén manh bao cii hay trang s6 tay.

Nhitng tic phdm hoi hoa 4y phdn anh cudc ddu tranh anh diing clia dan tdc chiung
toi, kién cudng chién diu chong lai ké thu xam lugc, bat chdp mudn van gian kho, van
lac quan, yéu doi. D€ c6 dugc nhitng ki hoa chién trudng nay, cac hoa si di sang tac gitta
lan dan. Nhiéu hoa si hi sinh khi tay vAn cAm co vé. Nhiing ban ki hoa, nhitng btic tranh
v0 gid nay chinh la di sdn nghé thuit cia ho, giii gdm dén tit cd nhan dan yéu chudng
hoa binh trén toan thé gidi.

Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, 2008

NGUYEN TOAN THI (1946-2016) 13 hoa si chién trudng va Gidm ddc Bao tang Mi thuat Thanh
phé H6 Chi Minh. Trong khéng chién chéng Mi, 6ng theo hoc nghé thuat tai vung Giai phéng:

“Céc 16p nghé thuat dugc mé trong rirng, ching téi hoc ngoai troi cho dén khi truong cua
chdng t6i bi ném bom: sau dé cac 16p hoc phai chuyén xuéng dia dao. Thay va tro mi thuat
ching tbi chung mét chién hao. Ching téi cing nhau chién ddu, cing nhau ki hoa, dé ghi lai
nhirng hinh anh séng déng va chan thyc vé cudc séng va chién dau cla ching téi trong nhiing
canh rirng. Can cr cta ching tbi dau ¢ gidng Lau Nam Goc thu nhd. Cac don vi hau can, bd doi,
hay cac van nghé si sinh hoat trong nhiing Iéu cang bang ni-1éng, vai bat dudi tan cay ring...
C( hai, ba ngay chdng toi lai chuyén can ct... La hoa si du kich, téi dan than vao cudc chién
dau. Khac nhirng hoa si la dan thuong...”

Nhing nam 1990, NGUYEN TOAN THI bat d&u suu tdm cac birc vé thdi chién cho béo tang tir
cac thay day va ban hoc cla 6ng. Trong thoi gian lam Giam déc bao tang, 6ng d& gay dung nén
mot trong nhitng bd suu tap nghé thuat thoi chién 16n nhat Viét Nam, tap trung vao cac nghé
si da chién dau va sang tac tai vung Giai phong tur vi tuyén 17 dén déng bang séng Clru Long.

NYG ION 107

Nguyén Toan Thi, nguyén Giam déc Bao tang M7 thuat Thanh phd H6 Chi Minh,
trd chuyén véi tac gia Sherry Buchanan vé b6 suu tap cac tac pham hoi hoa thoi
chién tranh ma 6ng suu tap cho bao tang. Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh, 1999. Anh in.
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MI THUAT THO| CHIEN

SHERRY BUCHANAN

HANH TRINH KHAM PHA:
Héi hoa trong cudc truong ki khang chién chéng Mi ctru nudc ctia nhén déan Viét Nam.

Tc”)i bat ddu hanh trinh kham pha hdi hoa Viét Nam thoi chién ctia minh that gidn di va
tinh cd, dy 1a t buc tranh diy cdm xic cia mot hoa si thudc trudng phai bi€u hién - hoa
si Trdn Trung Tin®. Thiéu nit, Stng va Hoa v&i hinh dnh ngudi con gai tré trung - biéu
tugng cho vé dep trong ngin, cd cim sung - biéu tugng cho tinh thin quét khéi, va doa
hoa den - biéu tugng cho dan tdc diu chiu nhiéu dau thuong nhung van trudng ton.
Hoa si Tin vé buic hoa nay d€ in trén mot t& bao & Ha Noi vao ndm 1972, vao thdi ki
thanh phd bi ném bom.

Toi 14 phong vién lam viéc cho mot toa soan bao & Hong Kong. To6i dén Thanh pho Ho
Chi Minh dé tim gép hoa si va tim hiéu vé tic phim ctia 6ng. Chuyén di du tién 4y da
khai sang cho tdi. Nhitng chdn thuong cd vé thé chit 1in tinh thin do cudc chién tranh
dé lai vin con d6 da khién t6i bang hoang, sting s6t. Nhung dong thdi, viéc phat hién ra
cac hoa si di sang tac bat chip long cam thu, sy tan ac va sy hly diét cta chién tranh da
truyén cho t6i cdm hiing manh mé.

Trong chuyén trd lai Viét Nam nam 1988, t6i tinh c& dugc chiém ngudng nhiing buic
hoa tri tinh tuyét dep vé Viét Nam, do chinh cac hoa si chién trudng ciia Quan doi Nhan
dan Viét Nam sang tac.

Hom 4y, toi tinh cd ket lai trong Bdo tang Mi thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh sau
gid md clra. Toa nha theo phong cach tan baroque nay tiing la mot dinh thu tuyét dep.

(1) Sherry Buchanan, Tran Trung Tin: Tranh va tho tir Viét Nam (London: Asia Ink, 2002) danh muc cho trién 1am clia Bdo
tang Anh, Tran Trung Tin: Ki (c chién tranh, 2002.
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Nhung ltc 4y son tudng da bong troc, bong dén tran trui khong céd chao, ca toa nha
khéng c6 may lanh. Khong hé mudn ngi qua dém tai do, nén t6i lang thang khép cac
gian trung bay khong mot bong ngudi, hi vong tim thiy cAnh ctia s6 ndo con m& dé thoat
than, ma khong sao tim dugc.

Trong mot phong trung bay co phan thiéu sang, téi bong nhu bi hdp hon, mét buc
tranh mau nudc ling man hoa cdnh hoang hon tuyét dep. Buc tranh dy c6 tén Qua séng
Ba Thac®, vé nam 1971, td cdnh nhiing chién si Gidi phong quin dang trén dudng ra
tran. T4t ca cac blc tranh trung bay trong cin phong dy déu tuyét dep: chin dung nhiing
chién si Gidi phong quan, nhitng ba ma mién Nam, cic em nhd, phong cdnh déng bang
Cltu Long Giang tuoi tdt hay hoang tan, cinh thén 4p, canh sinh hoat ddm 4m tai cian
ct khang chién.

Toi khong sao roi mat khoi nhitng hinh dnh hoan toan xa la véi hinh dnh ké thu bi coi
nhu quy di trong nén vin hoa duong dai Hoa Ki - nhiing tén “gook” trdi 1én tit hAm ho
sdu tham den ngom khi dém xudng, tham sat nhitng chang trai Mi, “their parts stuffed
down their throats”, hanh dong tan bao ma mot bai bao trén tap chi TIME nam 1965
cao buodc.

Thoi d6, nhitng tac phdm hoi hoa thdi chién dugc biét dén bén ngoai Viét Nam chi
1a nhitng tranh tuyén truyén c6 dong theo phong cich hién thuc x4 hoi cht nghia nhdm
khich 1¢ tinh than quyét chién, quyét thang.

Nhung con day, nhiing td tranh méng manh trong nhiing cudn s tay nay thé hién
tdm tinh hién hoa, an nhién va nhan hau. Nhiing buc tranh goi 1én trong long ngusi
xem cam gidc ton trong. Khi do, diu con chua biét nhitng tic gid nay 1a ai, nhung t6i
da vo cung xtc dong trudc nhiing tai ndng dd sang tao nén nhitng blic tranh mau nudc
duyén dang ngay dudi bom roi dan lfa, dudi nhiing tran bom napalm. Hanh dong sang
tao nghé thuat duéi ltta dan 4y hoan toan doi 1ap voi hiy diét va bao tan: nghé thuat hoi
hoa, hanh dong sang tao ctia ngudi hoa si, chinh 13 sy phdn khang, chong lai sw man rg
va tan bao do.

Kinh ngac trudc diéu minh vita kham pha, t6i quay lai cta chinh bdo tang, ra stic dap
manh vao kinh clia canh clta c6 nhiing thanh sat do6 so, hi vong ai d6 chu y t&i minh. Cuéi
cung thi cling ¢4 nhan vién bdo vé xuit hién, 6ng m& cdng cho t6i ra.

T6i hom do, téi gdp Nam tai Acopalypse Now, quan bar mang tén bo phim Mi dd vach
tran cht nghia tan bao dién r6 ma ngudi Mi gay ra trong cudc chién. Quan bar dy & ngay
gitta long thanh phé. T6i ké Nam nghe vé kham pha tuoi mdi cia minh & bdo tang luc
ban chiéu. Su td mo din chung tdi ti quyét dinh, tim gip cic hoa si Viét Nam, d€ nghe
ho chia sé cic ciu chuyén va cach nhin ctia ho trong cudc chién.

(1) Séng Hau, mét nhdnh song Clru Long.
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Nhiing hoa si d6 14 ai? Ho c6 dugc dao tao bai ban khong? Coé con nhitng bd suu tap
nao khac nita luu gitt dugc sau chién tranh va nhitng nim thang khé khan thai hiu chién
khong? Co6 bao nhiéu hoa si chién trudng? Ho song & dau, di sang tac nhu thé nao? Tu
dau va bang cach nao ho c6 dugc nguén cdm hing dé vé& nén nhiing hinh 4nh nén tho
dén thé gitta mot trong nhitng cudc chién khiing khiép nhat thoi dai chung ta? TAam hon
phdi an nhién dén chiing nao dé€ ho sang tac nhitng buc tranh phong cinh tuyét dep va
chan dung tao nhi 4y, khi B-52 tha xudng dau ho cd mot kho vii khi gobm nhiing qua bom
ning hang nghin cAn®, nhiing lan dan phot pho trang cung bom napalm?

Trong khodng mudi nam, tir 1998 t&i 2008, chiing toi dad phat hién ra hang tram buc
tranh va ki hoa, nhiing minh ching mang tinh biéu tugng va dep dé vé nhan tinh con
ngudi trong chién tranh, dugc vé dudi lan lita dan, bang da chat liéu chi, than, mau nudc
va muc tau.

Nam 2000, 6ng Nguyén Toan Thi, gidm déc Béo tang Mi thuit Thanh phé Ho6 Chi
Minh khi d6, dd rong lugng md kho luu trit cia bdo tang cho chuing téi chiém ngudng,
va dugc phép chup anh bd suu tip ctia bdo tang. Trudc day, 6ng Nguyén Toan Thi cling
1a mot sinh vién hoi hoa & Trung uong Cuc mién Nam, dong trong nhiing canh ring
Tay Ninh.

Khi chtng t6i gdp nhau tai vin phong clia 6ng & Bdo tang, Nguyén Toan Thi gidi thich
lam sao 6ng c6 dugc bo suu tap nay:

“Nhiing btic tranh nay 14 ho so lich st vo gia. Toi di thuyét phuc cac hoa si chién
trudng ban mot phan bd suu tip ctia ho cho bdo tang. Ngin sidch nha nudc thi dau co
nhiéu tién, nén muc gia t6i dua ra thip hon nhiéu so véi nhitng gi ho c6 thé co, néu ban
cho céc nha suu tap nudc ngoai. Nhung ho ting 1a thay cla toi tai trudng hoi hoa trong
ring. Vi vay, ho da dong y ban cho bdo tang!”

Du hang trim tac phim hoi hoa d3 bi thit lac trong chién tranh, phan bi d6i phuong
thu git, bi coi nhu tai liéu ctia ké thu, phin bi 4m mdc va con trung hiy hoai, nhung
nhiéu tdc phdm vin con dugc bdo ton. Nhitng tac phdm hoi hoa nay dugc gitt gin trong
cac thung dan Mi chong nudc, hay trong cac vé phao sing Mi, hodc dugc gidu duéi dia
dao, dusi him tra 4n hay trong hang da.

To6i d3 chon cac tac phdm theo cht dé va phong cach cho tung ving gidi phong: cac
tac phdm ctia hoa si Thai Ha vé & CA Mau, Lé Hong Hai & dia dao Ct Chi, Lé Lam tai Trung
uong Cuc mién Nam & Tay Ninh va Bén Tre, Huynh Phuong Péng va Nguyén Thanh Chiu
& bong Thap Mudi, Quach Phong & Phudc Long, Nguyén Van Tri & Long An, va Nguyén
Van Hoang va Pham Thanh Tam & Pudng mon H6 Chi Minh va vung gidi tuyén.

(1) Ban géc: pound, 1 pound xdp xi 0,5 kg.
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Hoa si Thai Ha tai xudng vé clia minh trong ring. Anh in, B suu tdp Nhan chimg

Y tudng vé viéc xuit bAn mot cudn sach ctt dan rd nét khi chung t6i gip cac hoa si
“mién Nam”, dugc nghe nhitng cdu chuyén ho ké, chiém ngudng cic bd suu tap tranh,
phéc thlo, cac s6 tay ki hoa, nhitng ki vat chién trudng. Phién ban tiéng Anh clia cuén
Cttu Long Giang khoi lita — Ki hga va Tho da dugc Asia Ink va Nha xuit ban Pai hoc
Chicago xudt ban vao nim 2008, dugc Quy Ho trg Nghé thuat Qudc gia tai trg.

CAC HOA ST MIEN NAM TRONG CUQC KHANG CHIEN CHONG Mi CUU NUOC

Nhiing ciu chuyén ctia cac hoa si mién Nam c din hién 1én trong tdm tri t6i. Ho
ting tham gia khang chién chéng Phap. Ho dugc cac hoa si tdt nghiép trudng Cao déng
Mi thuat Pong Duong dao tao bai ban tai trudng Mi thuat khéa Khang chién trén chién
khu Viét Bic. Sau chién tranh, ho theo hoc tai trudng Cao déng Mi thuit Viét Nam.
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KI HOA
D01 SONG

C(’) khodng mot tram hoa si chién trudng ting ra tran & dong bang séng Ctiu Long, hon
sau muoi ngudi di ngd xudéng dudi lan bom dan. Nhat ki, s6 tay, ki hoa, phac thio cia
ho vé khang chién thuc su 1a nhitng tu liéu lich s va nghé thuit cia mét dan tdc diing
1én béo vé qué huong dudi nhitng lan mua bom bdo dan dit doi nhét trong thdi hién dai.

Cac hoa si md& cac khoa hdi hoa kinh dién va say ddm thudng thiic bubi hoa nhac vi
cam. Nghé thuit 12 mot phan trong chuong trinh huin luyén quén su cho cac tan binh,
nham huy dong con ngudi, gianh dugc sy toan tim toan y clia nhin dan.

Nhitng sinh vién tot nghiép va gidng vién cla trudng Cao ddng Mi thuat Ha Noi da
hanh quéin vao Nam theo Pudng mon H6 Chi Minh dé m& cac 18p hodi hoa & dong bing
song Cltu Long va lam cong tac tuyén truyén.

Khi c6 thdi gid ranh rdi, ho danh d€ sang tac tranh ctia riéng minh.

Nhiing ngudi say mé trudng phai 4n tugng Phap, yéu thich Delacroix va Rubens iy,
ngoai mdt s6 hoa si vin thudc bén dan sy, con lai déu 1a quin nhan. T4t cd mang theo
trong hanh trang ra trAn nhitng cudn s6 ki hoa, mau nudc, phidn mau, muc tau va bat da...

Ho hoat dong bi mat cung nhiing ngudi linh khang chién, cung hanh quén t&i cac
diém tra quan, tham gia trinh sat va sat cAnh chién d4u. Ho phac hoa theo cdm hiing:
chan dung chién si, nhitng chang trai, cé gai, cAc ba ma va em nho bi cudn vao vong xody
chién tranh, nhitng cdnh bén trong hAim ngidm, dudi long dia dao, nhiing canh sinh hoat
dam 4m trong cic thon 4p va noi hu cd, cdnh hanh quén, cdnh chién trudng dudi stic
tan pha ctia bom napalm va cac loai bom khac. Ho lay cdm hing tu phong canh thoi
tho 4u, nhitng viing dat c6 vé dep tuyét voi ngay cd trong chién tranh, tit Phudc Long t&i
nhiing canh ring Tay Ninh, t6i dong bang séng Ctiu Long,.
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Hoang Minh Hai, Dém mat troi khéng ngd, 11 thédng 10, 1967, son nudc trén gidy.
B suu tap cla Bao tang Mi thuat Thanh phé H6 Chi Minh.
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Chiéc khan ran do, trang va den cla hoa si, dugc dung lam khan quang, géi va khan tam.
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THAI HA

Ki HOA va TRANH MAU NUOC
Doéng bang séng Cuu Long

Thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh, 9 thang 9 ndm 1999

« e . Cns .

Téi qué goc Bac Ninh, ngay phia Bac thti d6 Ha Noi. Toi theo hoc hoi hoa
& Trudng Mi thudt Pong Duong dugc mot nam, thi trudng budc phai dong
ctta vi bi Nhat chiém déng.

Thoi khang chién chong Phap, t6i 1a hoa si chién trudng tai mat trin Tay

Nguyén.

Khang chién chong Mi, tdi la hoa si, si quan Quén d6i Nhin dan Viét
Nam tai Chién khu 2, Chién khu 3, va Chién khu 4 & dong bang song Citu
Long, va dong quan & do6 sudt ti ndm 1964 t6i nam 1975.

Hoa si Thai Ha (1922-2005) Thanh phé HS Chi Minh ndm 1999. Anh do Sherry Buchanan in.

Toi khong mudén miéu td ndi khé dau. Cudc séng vin tiép dién ngay
cé trong chién tranh. Ngudi ta phai séng ddi binh thudng dé trudng ki
chién dau.”

“Téi khong muén miéu td ndi khé dau.
Cudc séng van tiép dién ngay ca trong chién tranh.

Ngudi ta phéi séng doi binh thudng dé trudng ki chién dau .”

THAI HA.
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TRANH PHAC THAO VA MAU NUOC,

Hoa si Thai Ha dong quin & Ca Chi, Bén Tre, Ca Mau. Cac buc
ki hoa va tranh mau nudc ndm trong bd suu tip cla Bio tang Mi
thuat Thanh ph6 H6 Chi Minh déu dugc sang tac t nim 1964 dén
nam 1966. Tranh trong cac bd suu tdp tu nhan sang tac tt ndm 1967
dén ndm 1968.

Nhitng tdc phAm mau nudc clia 6ng miéu ta cdnh quan nhiét doi
vo cung quyén rii. Cac 18p hoc hdi hoa ngoai tréi dugc té chic trong
nhiing canh rung dita, trudc khi cac trdn bom budc thiy tro phdi 4n
nép dudi long dat.

RGi Bén Tre, Thai Ha dugc phan céng ra ban ddo Ca Mau, cuc
Nam mién Nam Viét Nam. Riing U Minh, noi linh Mi goi 1a “rting
t6i”, “ddy mudi to nhu con bo”, “noi ké thu 4n ndu an toan dén muc
c6 thé nghi ngoi, gidi tri”, thi trong tranh 6ng vé&, ngdi 1én xanh mau
luc ngoc ctia bong tram, hay sinh mau vang chanh ctia ning,

Thai Ha, vé theo phong cach nhac pop trit tinh, miéu ta cudc
song hang ngay clia cic chién si, cd nam va ni, nhiing ngudi me, tré
em va cic cu 6ng, cu ba. Ong v& nhitng mai tranh nha san, nhiing
than dudc co bo ré khéng 16 x0an xit, va xudng ghe chd bd doi, hang
hoa qua mot mang lu6i dudng thiy kénh rach chang chit.

Nhiing canh riing ngdp man U Minh trong tranh Thai Ha hiu
nhu d4 bién mit trong khodng thoi gian tif nam 1968 dén nim 1972,
sau khi cac cudc tidn céng bang bom napalm xéa s6 khu riing sau
nhiing dam chay kinh hoang.

Bén Tre, vung dat dd, nhin ngot va dita xanh, da di vao tam thuic
nhan loai khi mot s quan M1 dugc cho 1a di tuyén bo:

“Mudn chiém dugc vung dit nay, chi c6 cach 1a hay diét né...”
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Théi Ha, V6 dé, 1968, muc trén gidy, 19 x 25 cm.
B6 suu tap cé nhan.
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