MO DAU
1967

ai lang Castellammare del Golfo trong ra Dia Trung

Hai u 4m, ong Trum dang h4p héi. Vincenzo Zeno

ndi tiéng trong danh dy, luon dudc moi ngusi gan

xa yéu mén bdi cich phan xd& cong bing, su gitip
d6 danh cho nhiing ai can dugc giip d6, va bdi thang tay
tritng phat nhing ké dam trdi y lao.

Luc nay tic truc bén ldo la ba trong s6 nhing thuoc ha
cii, nhitng ké da gidp lao dat téi quyen luc va vi tri ca minh:
Raymonde Aprile tir Sicily va New York, Octavius Bianco tir
Palermo, va Benino Craxxi tir Chicago. Ca ba con ng lao mot
an hué cuéi cung.

Trum Zeno la ké cudi cung trong s6 cdc ong trim Mafia
chinh théng ca dai tuan tha cdc tap tuc ca. Lo thu “thug”
tir tit ca cdc hoat dong kinh doanh, nhung khong thu cua
ma tdy, mai dam hay b4t ki loai t6i pham nao khdc. Chua
khi nao mot ké ban han t6i nha lio xin tien phai ra vé tay
khong. Lio sta lai nhing bdt cong cta phdp luat — toa
thuong tham & Sicily c6 thé dua ra phan quyét caa minh,
nhung néu lé phai thuoc ve anh, Trium Zeno sé pha quyét
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phdn quyét d6 bing sic manh y chi cta chinh lio va néu
can ca bing va lyc.

Khong mot gi sé khanh nao c6 thé quit ngua truy phong
sau khi di tom tem con gdi ca mot nong dan ngheo néu da
dugc Trum Zeno thuyét phuc tién téi hon nhan. Khong mot
nha biang nao con ddm xiét ng mot nong dan that co 16 van
néu di dugc Trum Zeno néi chuyén phai qudy. Khong mot
ngudi tré tudi nao khao khit hoc len dai hoc lai bi tir chéi chi
vi thi€u tien hay nang lyc. Néu ngudi ta c6 quan hé véi cosca'
cta lao thi moi ma uéc deu c6 thé tré thanh hien thuc. Luat
le tir Rome khong cham t6i dugc nhing truyen théng caa
Sicily. O day Trum Zeno chinh la luat le.

Nhung bay gi¢ ong Trum di sang tudi tim muoi, va vai
niam nay quyén luc ctia lio di c6 phan suy giam. Lio da yéu
long cudi mot co gdi tré dep, va nang da dic cho lio mot
bé trai khdau khinh. Nang chét khi sinh né, con chud nhéc thi
giG da len hai. Lio dang phai can nhidc ve tuong lai caa né vi
biét phuit lam chung dang dén gan, va ring thi€u lao thi cdi
cosca nay sé bi cdc cosca manh hon ciaa bon Corleonesi va
Clericuzio nghién nit.

Bay gi¢ lio cadm on ba anh ban vi sy giip d6 va long kinh
trong ma ho da thé hien khi vugt ngan trung t6i day dé nghe
151 tring tréi cta lio. Roi ldo néi véi ca ba ring lio muén
thiing con bé bong cta lao, Astorre, dugc dua dén mot nai
an toan, dugc nuoi day trong nhitng hoan canh khac nhung
phai bdo dam truyen théng cta mot ngudi trong danh du
nhu chinh lao.

1. Nhém, be dang (moi chu thich deu ctia ngusi dich).
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“Ta c6 thé chét véi luong tam thanh than,” lio néi, tuy
nhién ddm ban ruot cua lio thtra biét sinh thoi lio da lam
hang trim ngusi mit mang, “néu ta thdy con ta téi dugc nai
an toan. O thing bé mdi hai tudi dau nay ta thdy trdi tim
va tam hon ctia mot tay Mafia chinh théng, mot pham chat
hiém hoi va hau nhu da mat”

Lio noi véi ho ring sé chon mot trong s6 ho lam gidm ho
cho dua con dic biét caa lio, va kéem theo trong trach nay sé
c6 nhiing phan thudng lon.

“Chuyen nay dén la,” Tram Zeno néi, nhin dam dam qua
doi mit mo duc. “Thudng thi dia con ca phai la mot tay
Mafia thuc thu. Nhung véi ta, phai dén khi vao tudi tim muci
ta mdi c6 thé bién uéc ma thanh hién thuc. Ta khong phai la
mot ngudi mé tin, nhung néu phai, ta tin ring thing bé dugc
sinh ra tir chinh manh dit Sicily nay. Mit né xanh nhu qua
oliu trong nhitng vudn cay t6t nhat cta ta. N6 co cdi nhay
cam cta ngudi Sicily — lang man, say mé am nhac, vui vé. Tuy
nhién, néu ké nao xic pham né, thi dut con nhé tudi né vin
khong quén. Nhung né phai dudc chi bao.”

“Vay ngai muén gi & chuing t6i, thua Don Zeno?” Craxxi
hoi. “Toi sé rat vui duge mang cau nha di va nuoéi nang cau
4y nhu con dé.”

Bianco tic t6i ludm Craxxi, “T6i biét cau bé tir lic cau dy
dugc sinh ra. Cau 4y bén hoi toi. Toi sé coi cau 4y nhu con to1.”

Aprile ng6 lio lom lom, khong néi khong ring.

“Thé con chd, Raymonde?” Trum Zeno hoi.

Aprile gid mdéi mS miéng, “Néu ngai chon toi thi con ngai

la con toi”
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Ong Trum can nhic ba ngudi, tat ca deu la nhing ngusi
ddng trong. Craxxi thong minh nhat. Bianco chic chin la tay
c6 tham vong va manh mé nhat. Aprile tu cha hon, giéng
chinh lio hon. Nhung y la ké nhan tam.

Ngay ca trong phiit lam chung Trum Zeno vin hiéu ring
ngudi can cau bé nhat chinh la Aprile. Y sé hudng Igi nhigu
nhdt qua tinh yéu con tré, va bdo dam y sé day con trai lio
hoc dugc cdch ton tai trong cdi thé giéi phan tric caa ching,

Trum Zeno im ling mot lic lau. Cuéi cung lio ndi,
“Raymonde, chi sé la cha né. Ta c¢6 thé ra di thanh than
duoc roi”

Dam tang that xing véi mot 6ng Trum. T4t ca cdc trium
cosca G Sicily deu dén viéng, con c¢6 cdc bo trudng tit Rome,
ddam chu nhan cda cdc dien trang do so, va hang tram than
dan ctia cdi cosca rong 16n caa lio. Trén néc chiéc xe tang
mau den do ngua kéo la cau bé len hai Astorre Zeno, mot
dua bé c6 d6i mét nay lira mic do dai den, doi mi trium den,
uy nghi nhu mot hoang d¢ La Ma.

Duc hong y gido cha Palermo chda tri tang I& cét tiéng ca
tung, “Khi 6m dau ciing nhu khi khée manh, khi bat hanh
ctiing nhu khi tuyet vong, Don Zeno vin la ngusi ban dich
thuc cda tdt cd moi ngudi” Roi cha ngan nga nhiing 161 cuéi
cting cua Trum Zeno, “Con gdi gim minh cho Chua. Ngusi
sé tha thi cho nhiing toi 16i cta con vi con da sdm héi ting
ngay dé xing ding dugc ngudi soi xét.”

Va thé la Astorre Zeno dugc Raymonde Aprile dua sang
My va tré thanh thanh vien trong gia dinh Aprile.



Chuong 1

1995

hi hai anh em sinh d6i nha Sturzo, Franky va Stace,

ré vao 161 danh xe vao nha Heskow, ching thdy bon

thiéu nién cao leu deu dang chai bong ré trén san

béng nhé canh nha. Franky va Stace xuéng xe, mot
chiéc Buick to duing, va Heskow buéc ra dén ching. Y cao 16n,
than hinh trdi le. M6 téc thua cta y khoanh tron quanh chom
dau hoi, con cip mit xanh ti hi caa y long lanh. “That ding
lic,” y néi, “tao muén tui may gip mot ngudsi.”

Tran ddu béng tam ding. Heskow noi day hanh dien, “Day
la Jocko, con trai tao.” Pia cao nhit trong ddm nhdc chia ban
tay to be vé phia Franky.

“E,” Franky néi, “ddu vSi bon tao mot hiep chu?”

Jocko nhin hai ong khich. Ho cao khoang sdu bo! va c6
vé khoe manh. Ca hai mic do polo hieu Ralph Lauren mot
mau do, mot mau xanh, quan kaki va giay d€ cao su. Ho trong
dé gan, banh trai, khuon mit cuong nghi todt len vé ty tin

1. Don vi do chieu dai tuong duong 0,3048 m.
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lich thiep. Ro day la hai anh em nhung Jocko khong biét hai
ong khich nay la anh em sinh doi. Cau dodn ho méi ngoai
td tuan.

“Dugc a,” Jocko ddp véi vé hon nhién con tré.

Stace cudi toe toét, “Hay lim. Bon tao vira vugt qua ba
ngan dim nén cing cin gidn gan giin co6t.”

Jocko ra hieéu cho cdc ban, tit cd deu cao trén sdu bo va
noi, “Hai chu 4y véi tao mot doi, ddu véi ba ngudi tui may.”
Vi cau la ngudi chai gidi hon nhigu nén cau nghi chia phe
nhu thé nay sé cho nhing ngudi ban caa cha cau mot co hoi.

“Nuong tay thoi nhé,” John Heskow bao bon tré. “Cac chu
dy chi la nhiing anh gia long bong thoi.”

Luc d6 la gitta chitu mot ngay thang muai hai va khong
khi lanh da dé can ham lai bau nhiet huyét. Anh mat troi
Long Island lanh léo, vang nhat hit xuéng tir nhitng mdi vom
thay tinh va nhtng buc tuong cta diy nha trong hoa caa
Heskow, nghe che mit thién ha caay.

D4m ban cua Jocko choi nhe nhang cho vira sic canh gia.
Nhung bt thinh linh Franky va Stace lao véo qua ddm tré
dé ném boéng vao ré. Jocko kinh ngac vé téc do caa hai ga.
Thé roi ching lai khong ném ré ma chuyen trdi béng cho
cau. Nhitng vi nay khong ném trat dau. Day c6 lé 1a mot ci
chi than thien.

Cdc cau bé bit dau tan dung chieu cao ctia minh dé vugt
qua phe ngudi 16n, nhung la thay chung chi c6 dugc vai lan
dap bong. Cuéi ciing, mot trong s6 cdc cau bé mat tu cha da
ting Franky mot cti tré ra tro vao gitra mit. Ngay lap tic cu
cau lan ra dat. Chung kién tir dau, Jocko van khong biét viec
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nay xdy ra nhu thé nao. Nhung roi Stace dap trdi bong vao
dau thing em va ndi, “Théi nao, chai di, may ngu qua.”

Franky d& chid nhéc diing lén, vé vao mong chi lam lanh,
“Nay, xin 161 nghe nhéc.” Ca bon chai khoang hon nam phuit
nia thi bd cuoc.

Heskow mang soda ra san béng cho ca bon. La nhoc vay
quanh Franky, ké c6 tai niang siéu pham va da ching té nhiing
ki ning nha nghe trén san. Franky 6m chit cau bé gi vira ha
do van. Ga hien nguyén hinh la mot ké bong lon, khuon mit
xXuong xdu ctia gi trd nén dé chiu. “Dé tao cho tui may vai loi
khuyen cia mot ngusi 16n tudi,” ga ndi, “diing khi nao din
bong khi tui may c6 thé chuyen. Diing bo cuoc khi tui may
dang bi din diém, va diing bao gis di chaoi véi mot a dan ba
¢6 hon hai cdi mom.”

Bon tré pha len cudi.

Franky va Stace bit tay chiing, cdm on chung vi cuoc choi
roi theo g6t Heskow vao mot cin nha mau xanh xinh xén.
Jocko goi véi theo, “Nay, cdc chu cir that day!”

Trong nha, Heskow din hai gi len lau, vé phong caa
ching. Cin phong ¢6 cdnh ctra ning né va 6 khéa chic chin.
C4 hai ngé6 nghiéng quan sit trong lic Heskow dé ching vao
va khéa trdi cua lai.

Cin phong rit rong, nhu cad mot can ho, c6 phong tim
rieng, hai giuong don — Heskow biét hai anh em chung thich
ngt chung phong. O goc tudng ke chiéc hom 16n gin dai
thép véi mot 6 khoa té bs bing kim loai. Heskow dung chia
khoa mé hom r6i ddy bat ndp hom lén, dé 16 ra truéc mét vai
khdu sing ngin, sung tu dong, hop dan trong nhu cic kheéi
hinh hoc mau den.
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“Dugc chu?” Heskow hai.

“Tao khong thdy nong giam thanh,” Franky thic méc.

“Tui may dau c6 can dén nong giam thanh cho viec nay.”

“Tot thoi,” Stace noi. “Tao ciing ghét ba cdi thd giam thanh
giam thiéc 1dm. C6 no tao déch lam nén tro tréng gi”

“Ok,” Heskow néi. “Tdm tdp roi nghi ngoi di. Tao sé téng
tién la nhéc va ndu bita khuya. E, tui may thdy thing con tao
thé nao ha?”

“Mot thing banh d4y,” Franky nhan xét.

“Tui may c6 khodi cdi cach né choi béng khong?” Heskow
hoi véi mot niem tu hao khong gidu gi€ém, no cang lam y
giéng véi mot qua lé chin hon.

“Mot thing dic biet,” Franky néi.

“Stace, may nghi sao?” Heskow hoi.

“Rat dic biet,” Stace tra 1oi.

“No6 dugc cdp hoc bong vao truong Villanova,” Heskow
khoe. “Toan bo la nhs NBA! day.”

Lat sau, khi quay xuéng phong khdch, hai anh em Sturzo
thdy Heskow dang ngbi chd ching. Y di chudn bi mén thit be
rdn véi ndm va rau tron. Mot chai vang dé dé trén mot ban
an don cho ba ngudi.

Ca bon ngoi vao ban. Ching la ché ban be than thiét
va biét r6 vé nhau. Heskow da li di musi ba nim. Co vg
ctt va Jocko séng cich day vai dam vé phia tay, & Babylon.

1. National Basketball Association: Hi¢p hoi Bong ré Qudc gia.
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Nhung phin I6n thai gian Jocko & day, va Heskow la mot
ngudi cha tan tuy hét long vi con.

“Tui may phai len dudng vao sing mai,” Heskow md dau.
“Néu biét trude tui may dén hom nay thi tao d4 tong thing
nhéc di ché khic roi. Dén luc tui may phon t6i thi tao chiu,
khong thé xua né6 va la ban no di dau dugce nia”

“Khong sao dau,” Franky noi. “Nhim nho me gi”

“Tui may choi véi la nhoc ngoai kia cir 1dm. Co lic nao tui
may nghi choi véi canh nha nghe khong?” Heskow hoi.

“Khong,” Stace noi. “Tui tao qud thap, chi cao co sdu bo.
Nhiing trdi ca tim 4y qud to so vdi tui tao.”

“Diing c6 n6i nhu thé truée mit thing nhéc,” Heskow cau
nhau. “Con tao phai chai véi ching”

“O khong,” Stace néi. “Tao sé khong lam thé dau”

Heskow thu gidan, nhdm nhdp titng ngum rugu. Y lic nao
cting khodi lam viéc v6i anh em Sturzo. Ca hai deu thich
bong lon, khong dén néi x4u xa nhu phan 16n ddm cin ba
ma y phai giao du. Ching c6 cdi vé thodi mdi sinh ra tir su
thodi madi than tinh gitta hai dda. Chung viing vang va dieu
d6 khién ching todt ra cdi vui vé dé chiu.

Ba dita an cham rai, ué oai. Heskow cam chio d6 thang
thuc an vao dia ctia bon chiing.

“Tao muoén hdi,” Franky quay sang Heskow, “tai sao may
lai déi ten?”

“Chuyén do xua roi,” Heskow néi. “Tao dau c6 xdu hé vi
la nguoi Italy. Nhung tui may biét d4y, tao lai giong mot thing
Duc cho chét. Téc vang hoe, mit xanh lé va ca cdi mai nay
nira. Viéc tao mang mot cdi tén Italy ding la ddang nghi con gi.”
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Hai thing sinh doi phi cudi, ti€ng cudi thoai mai va cdm
thong. Chung la gi bung cha noi nay day cit, nhung ching
ching them ban tam.

Khi ching 4n xong mén rau tron, Heskow tiép them ca
phé diac va mot dia banh ngot kiéu Italy. Y mai xi ga nhung
hai thiing ttr chéi. Chung chi hit Marlboros, loai nay hop véi
nhing cdi bin mat mign Tay day nép nhin cta ching,

“Dén luc ban cong viéc roi ddy,” Stace len tiéng. “Day han
phai la mot viec ra tro néu khong viec déo gi tui tao phai ldi
xe ba ngan dam dudng! Tui tao c6 thé di mdy bay cé ma.”

“Cung khong te dén thé,” Franky néi. “Tao khodi di xe. Tui
minh dugc xem nudc My, xem truc ti€p han hoi. Tui minh ¢6
mot khoang thdi gian vui vé. Dan tinh 1é thé ma hay ra phét”

“Hét say 4y chu,” Stace néi. “Nhung gi thi gi d6 van la mot
chuyén di dai”

“Tao khong muén dé lai bat ki mot d4u vét nao tai phi
trudng,” Heskow tiép tuc. “D4y l1a noi dau tién sé bi kiém tra.
Cém sé dugc ting cuong dén d6. Cdc cha noi van de ching
cém ddy chu?”

“Tui tao da lam nhting gi can thiét,” Stace néi. “Con bay
gid may ndi di, né6 la thing déo nao!”

“Trum Raymonde Aprile,” khi thét ra cdi ten d6 Heskow
suyt sac espresso.

Bau khong khi im ling kéo dai, roi Heskow Ian dau tien
nhan ra cdi rung minh sg chét ma hai thing sinh doi vira
dé lo.

Franky héi nho, “May bit tui tao di ba ngan dam dé lanh
cdi 4n t& hinh nay sao?”



