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sét danh, 6ng dy sé coi do la chuyén cd nhan. Chuyén em
di Thiy quan Luc chién, b6 ciing coi 1a ca nhén. Vi vay
b6 méi vi dai. Ong Trum vi dai. Chuyén gi v6i b6 ciing
ca nhan ca. B6 giong nhu Chua Troi. Pén chim én rung
mdy cong 1ong dudi bé déu biét, va biét ludn 16ng rung
r0i roi di dau. Phai khong anh? Ma anh biét gi khong?
V6i nhiing ai coi tai nan 1a sy si nhuc ¢é nhan thi ching
€6 quai gi 1a tai nan. Em nhép cudc tré, dugc thoi, nhung
em sé choi t6i cung. Pung me roi, em tu thu chuyén bi
vo ham; ding cha n6 ludn, em tu thu chuyén Sollozzo
dinh giét b6 em.” Michael cudi to. “Anh cti bao véi ong
gia rang em hoc tdt ca tu ong, va rang em vui vi c6 co
héi bdo dén cong on. Ong qua 1a mot nguidi bo t6t” Cau
ngting 161, doan trdm ngam noi tiép, “Anh biét d6 Tom,
em khong nhé bo tiing danh em, Sonny hay Freddie
bao git. Connie lai cang khong, dén la cing khong niia.
Nhung anh ndi em nghe sy that thu, anh nghi ong gia
giét tong cong bao nhiéu ngudi roi”

Tom Hagen quay mit di. “Anh bao cau nghe, c6 mot
diéu ciu khong hoc tii ong gia: néi nhu cdu dang noi
do6. Co nhiing viéc phai lam, ta chi lam thoi, khong bao
gi¢ nén noi. Pling c6 bién ho ma chi. Bdi nhiing viéc dy
khong thé bién h¢. Lam thi cti lam. Lam xong r6i quén.”

Michael Corleone cau may hdi nho, “Véi tu cich
consigliori, anh c6 dong y rang néu dé Sollozzo song, sé
gdy nguy hiém cho 6ng gia va gia dinh ta?”

“Co”

“Dugc. Vay em phai giét han”

TRUGC QUAN Jack DEMPSEY & Broadway, Michael
Corleone diing chd xe dén don. Cau nhin xuéng dong ho.
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ba tdm gio kém nam. Sollozzo sé dén dung gis thoi.
Chi 1a cau cdn thén t6i sém hon nhiéu. Nay gio cau da
cho mudi lam phat.

Sudt ching duong tii Long Beach vao thanh pho,
Michael c6 quén di nhiing gi da néi véi Hagen. Vi thi
ciu tin vao 1oi minh noi ra, doi ciu sé lac troi theo
dong chay khong thé ddo ngugc. Nhung sau toi nay,
lam sao c6 thé khac dugc? Ma thoi, cii nghi ngoi
lung tung thé nay thi sau t6i nay sé chét ngac ay cht,
Michael nghiém khac ty nht. Bay gio c6 viéc trudc
mat, can phai cht tdm. Sollozzo dau phai dé choi, lao
McCluskey ciing rit cing cya. Michael thiy nhoéi &
cho ham bi nep, va ldy lam mtuing vi con dau gitp cho
cau tinh tdo.

Gitia dém dong lanh gia, Broadway khong dong duc
nhu moi khi, dau gio hat da can ké. Mot chiéc xe dai
mau den tdp vao vé duong, khién Michael lui lai. Tai
x€ nhoai nguoi qua md& clia trudc, miéng kéu, “Vao di
Mike” Ga nay Michael khong biét 1a ai: mot giang ho
tré, mai toc mugt den, mac 4o phanh nguc; nhung cau
van vao xe. Dai tty McCluskey va Sollozzo ng6i gh€ hau.

Sollozzo véi 1én ghé trudc, bat tay Michael. Tay han
kho, 4m va cting cap. Han ndi, “T6i muing la cau dén,
Mike a. Hy vong chiing minh giai quyét dugc van dé.
Su thé that té qua, toi c6 muodn no xdy ra vay dau. Lé ra
moi chuyén phai khac”

Michael ling 1& dap, “T6i nay hy vong gidi quyét
xong, t6i khong mudn 6ng gia bi qudy rdi thém ntia”

“Khong c6 dau,” Sollozzo néi giong thanh that. “Toi
dam ldy sap nhd nha t6i ma thé, sé khong c6 chuyén
d6. Khi ndi chuyén, xin ciu c¢di maé cho. Toéi mong ciu

[ 223 ]



MARIO PUZO

khong nong diu nhu 6ng anh Sonny. Chéng cich nao
ban chuyén lam &n véi Sonny dugc ca”

bai ty McCluskey 1dm bdm, “Nhdc nay thi dugc, sé
On thoa ma.” Noi doan, lao ciing ridn 1én, than mét vo
vai Michael. “Xin 16i chuyén dém hom biia nhé Mike.
Toi gia nén trai tinh trai nét qua roi. Chac sap sua phai
vé huu cdu a. Cé ngay toan gdp kich dong, khong chiu
ndi kich dong ciu oi. Cau chic ciing biét.” Thé rdi lao
thd dai ai oan, dua tay kham ki ngudi Michael.

Michael thy mai tai x€ hoi nhéch cudi. Chiéc xe chay
vé phia tay, ¢ vé khong thém trén tranh, cit duoi xe nao
khac. N6 phong én xa 1o Mién Tay, ting toc lach ra lach
vao. Ai mudén bam dudi, at phai lach giong no. Trudc
su thang thot ctia Michael, xe di nga ré ra cau George
Washington, huéng t6i New Jersey. Bat ké ké bao tin cho
Sonny vé dia diém hen gip la ai, ké ndy da sai bét.

Ludn lach mot hoi, roi xe 1én cau that, bo lai thanh
pho 14p lanh dnh dén dang sau. Michael van giti mét
binh than. Liéu chiing sé giét ciu, quang xdc dam lay,
hay cdo gia Sollozzo chi doi dia diém phat ch6t? Nhung
khi da chay gin qua cau, tai xé€ bong quay dau ngoan
muc. Cé chiéc x€ nang né hat minh 1én khong, Gi qua
lan ranh ngan cach, roi vong ngugc vé lan xe di New
York. McCluskey va Sollozzo cung quay lai, xem ¢6 ai
vong nguigc vé giong minh khong. Qua that bon ching
lai vé New York, ré ra khdi cau, nham huéng East Bronx.
Ho chay qua may con dudng nho, khong bi xe nao deo
bam. By gi¢ gin chin gio. Pa chac chan khong bi ai
theo dudi, Sollozzo chdm thudc hat. Trude d6 han dua
bao mdi McCluskey va Michael, song cé hai déu chéi
tt. Sollozzo bao tai x€, “Gidi lam. Tao sé nhé cong”
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Muoi phat sau, xe dling trudc c6ng nha hang, tai
mot khu phd nhé cta ngudi Y. Ngoai duong khong ai
qua lai; vi troi da khuya, nén trong nha hang cting chi
con vai khach ma thoéi. Michael lo tai x€ sé vao chung,
song ga ngoi lai xe. Thang trung gian d4u nhic tdi tai xé,
khong mot ai nhac ca. Vé ly thuyét, Sollozzo dem theo
tai x€ 1a vi pham thda thuan. Tuy vdy, Michael quyét
dinh khong noi gi, cti d€ tui nd tudng ciu sg 1én tiéng,
s sé pha hong co hgi hoa dam thanh cong.

Sollozzo khong chiu vao 16, nén ba ngudi cling ngoi
& cai ban tron duy nhat trong quan. Ngoai ho ra, chi c6
hai khach khac. Michael ty hoi khong biét hai nguoi dy
c6 phai do Sollozzo cai cam hay khong. Nhung ciing
chang sao. Moi chuyén sé két thuc, trude luc ching kip
can thiép.

McCluskey hoi, vdi vé quan tdm thuc sy, “Dé dn Y &
day ngon khong?”

Sollozzo bao dam, “Ong tht mon thit bé di, s6 mot
New York d4y” Anh boi duy nhat trong quan bung chai
rugu vang ra, khui, roi rét day ba ly. Pang ngac nhién la
McCluskey lai khong uéng. “Chac toi la nguoi Ireland
duy nhat khong ché chén',” lao noi. “Toi da thdy qua
nhiéu nguoi tét phai khd vi rugu roi”

Sollozzo néi khéo véi dai ty, “Toi sé ndi tiéng Y
v6i Mike, khong phai vi khong tin ong dau, ma toi can
thuyét phuc Mike rang t6i c6 y tot, rang néu ching toi
dat thoa thuén t6i nay, sé c6 1gi cho tat cd moi ngudi. Néu
nhu ndi tiéng Anh, t6i sé khong dién dat dugc tron ven.

1. Ngudi Ireland ndi tiéng thich nhu, udng rugu nhiéu.
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Ong thong cam nhé, day khong phai chuyén tin hay
khong tin”

McCluskey ting ca hai mot nu cuoi cham biém.
“Dugc, ci ndi chuyén di,” lao dap, “téi lo mén mi soi,
thit bé la du”

Sollozzo bat dau ndéi bang thi tiéng Sicily lién
thodng, “Cau phai hiéu chuyén gitia t6i va bd cdu chi
thudn tiy 13 chuyén lam an. Toi rit kinh Ong Trum
Corleone, rat mong dugc phuc vu dudi truéng ong la
dang khac. Song cau hiéu cho, b6 cau la nguoi 16 thoi.
Ong 4y dting can da tién bg. Nganh ctia t6i chinh 1a
tién bo, 1a lan séng mdi cta tuong lai, c6 hang triéu
triéu do-la dang cho don moéi ngudi. BO cau can duong
vi 6ng cti mang cai théi dao dtic phi thic té. Y ctia 6ng,
ong dem ap dit 1én nhiing nguoi nhu toi. Vang, vang,
toi biét, 6ng c6 ndi rang ‘Viéc anh, anh cti lam, nhung
ching ta déu hiéu dau c6 lam dugc. Néu lam la giam
chén nhau ngay. B6 cdu muon néi véi t6i 1a khong dugc
lam d6 chd. Toi thudc tuyp nguoi tu trong, ching dé ai
ap dit bao gio, nén chuyén gi xay ra da phai xay ra. Toi
noi cu nghe, tit ca cac gia dinh New York déu ting ho,
am tham ting ho t6i. Nha Tattaglia da tré thanh dai tac
cta toi. Néu cugc giao tranh ti€p dién, nha Corleone
sé mdt minh chong lai toan thé. B6 cau ma khoe, chac
ciing chong dugc ddy. Song anh trai cdu, noi xin 16i,
dau phai B6 Gia. Roi Hagen, ga consigliori Ireland, ciing
dau phai Genco Abbandando ngay trudc. Chta phu
ho huong hon Genco! Vi vay t6i d€ nghi tam hoa giai,
hoa binh. Ching ta hiy ngling moi hanh vi thu dich,
dgibo cau khoe lai, tham gia thuong lugng. Toi thuyét
phuc mai va diing ra bao lanh, nha Tattaglia da dong y
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khong bao thut cho Bruno. Ching ta sé c6 hoa binh.
Nhung trong khi cho doi, toi phai kiém song, phéi lam
nghé ta ctia minh chut chat. Toi khong yéu cau phia
cau hop tac, chi yéu cau cdu, tiic nha Corleone, khong
can thiép thoi. D6 la dé nghi cta t6i. Toi chac cau cé du
th&m quyén dé€ dong y va thoa thuan.”

Michael ciing néi bing thé ngii Sicily, “Ong dinh khai
st lam dn thé nao, cho t6i biét thém di, chinh xac 1a trong
viéc dy gia dinh toi sé dong vai tro gi, dugc hudng loi gi”

“Cau muon biét chi tiét toan thé dé xuat?” Sollozzo hai.

Michael nghiém nghi, “Quan trong nhat 1a t6i muén
ong bao dam chac chan tu nay khong gi¢ tro 1dy mang
b6 t61”

Sollozzo gio hai tay thong thiét, “Bao dam noi gi chii?
Bay gio toi la ké bi san dudi. Toi da bo 16 co hoi roi. Cau
danh gid toi cao qua, anh ban a. Toi ¢6 tai can thé dau”

Gio Michael da biét chac, cudc hop nay chi nham
muc dich kéo thoi gian thém vai ngay. Sollozzo sé c6
giét Ong Trum lan niia ddy. Song cé mot diéu hay la
thdng Tho da qué coi thuong, chi xem cau nhu thang
nhoc vo dung. Céi ludng khi lanh, khoan khodi 1a la
lai chay khap than Michael. Cu lam vé mat nhin nho.
Sollozzo hoi ngay, “Lam sao thé?”

Michael ra vé ngugng nghiu, “Udng rugu vao mot
qua, toi phai nhin nay gio. Cho tdi di giai ti dugc khong?”

Sollozzo 1ué6t cdp mat den, cham cha do xét khudn
mit Michael. Han tho tay xudng, s6 sang kham xét
diing quan ciu, ca bén dudi lan xung quanh, tim xem
6 vii khi khong. Michael vo buc minh. McCluskey thi
ndi xang, “Toi kham ro6i ma. Toi tling kham ca ngan

N

giang ho con. Cau ta sach day:
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Sollozzo van khong an tam. Han khong an tam, dau
chang c6 Iy do gi hét. Hin liéc nhin ga dan 6ng ngdi ban
doi dién, nhudng may vé phia canh ctia nha vé sinh. Ga
kia gat dau nhe nhe, y rang da ki€ém tra roi, bén trong
khong c6 ai dau. Sollozzo danh néi giong mién cudng,
“Dling lau qua day” Han qua thinh nhay, nén mdi cang
thing nhu vay.

Michael diing déy, budc vao nha vé sinh. O chd bon
ti€u co ludi thép, trén d€ thanh xa béng mau hong.
Michael vao budng cau tiéu. Qua that phai di, vi ciing
mac roi. Cau gidi quyét rat nhanh, doan véi tay mo mam
dang sau bon nudc bang men, dén khi cham ding khau
sting nho nhd, nong ngin, dugc gan bang keo vao bon.
Nh6 loi Clemenza din, khoi lo d€ lai dau tay trén bang,
cau ct thé giat sting ra, nhét cho cap quan, roi cai nat do
khodc che lai. Sau khi riia tay, 1y nudc vudt tdc, cdu dung
khén mui-soa lau d4u tay & voi nudc va budc ra ngoai.

Sollozzo ngoi ngay doi dién ctia nha xi, cdp mat den
canh giac cao d9. Michael mim cuoi. “Gi¢ néi chuyén
dugc roi,” cdu viia noi viia thd phao nhe nhom.

Lic nay dia mi spaghetti va thit bé da dugc don ra,
dai Gy McCluskey dang ngdi ngdu nghién. Ga khach
ngoi sat tuong nay gio hoi hop dén cling nguoi, luc nay
ciing nhe nhom ra mit.

Michael vé chd ci. Cau van nhd Clemenza din
khong dugc lam thé, ra khoi nha vé sinh thi phai né6
sting ngay. Song vi linh tinh, hay don gian la nhat gan,
cau da khong theo 101 1a0. Cau cadm gidc néu co cu dong
la, ttic thi minh sé bi diét lién. Bay gio da an toan, cdu
muing vi khong phai dling trén hai chan ntia. Lic nay
han ciu s¢ nén chan ct run hoai.

[ 228 ]






MARIO PUZO

Sollozzo nghiéng nguoi vé phia Michael. Phan bung
Michael dugc cai ban che khudt; cau cdi khuy 4o khodc,
ra vé chdm chu lang nghe. Thuc sy cau c6 nghe gi dau.
Chi 13 mot trang vo nghia ly. Mau doén 1én dau céu u
U, thanh tht chi khong vao. Bén dudi mdt ban, tay
phai cau lan cap quén 14y sting, rat hdn ra. DPang luc
do, anh boi budc dén nghe goi mdn, Sollozzo quay sang
ndi chuyén cung anh ta. Michael vung tay trai ht ban,
tay phai gi sung sat rat dau thang Tho. Thang nay phan
ting nhanh nhay, Michael vtia chuyén dong, han ciing
vung theo. Song Michael tré hon, nhanh hon, nén van
kip bop co. Vién dan xuyén qua khoéng gitia mat va tai
Sollozzo, lac chui ra bén kia tao thanh cai 16 khdong 16,
khién mau va xuong so ban tung tée 1én chiéc do anh
boi dang kinh hai héa da. Theo ban néng, Michael biét
mot phat da da. Trong gidy phat cudi, Sollozzo ngoeo
c6 sang mot bén, Michael da thdy anh quang trong mét
hén tat di nhu ngon nén tan lyi.

Chi m¢t gidy sau, Michael quay sang hudng vé
McCluskey. Vién dai ay canh sat dang nhin siing
Sollozzo véi vé ngac nhién lanh lung, nhu thé viéc nay
chéng lién quan dén lao. Co hé lao khong nhén biét
minh dang lam nguy. Tay lao hay con ltiing 1o, cdm cai
nia xién day thit bé, cap mat chi viia quay sang Michael.
Cap mat cing nhu nét mat dy mang vé ty tin day phan
nd, gidong nhu lao dang chd doi Michael chay tron, hodc
la dau hang, thé nén Michael mim cu¢i nhin lao, ngén
tay siét co. Phét sting ban 4u, khong giy chét ngay. N6
trang vao cai c6 trau day, khién McCluskey ang dc that
to, nhu vtia nu6t phai mot miéng thit bé qua lén. Phai
da v&, 130 ho ra mau tu tung, khién bau khong khi nhu
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tran ngap mot lan hoi do. Rat lanh lung va diém tinh,
Michael ban phat tiép theo, xuyén vao chom dau tdc
bac ctia lao gia.

Lan suong khoi d6 phu khap. Michael lao vé phia ga
ngoi sat tuong. Ga nay dudng nhu té liét, tii ndy khong
hé cung cya, dén gi6 mdi than trong quay mat di, xép
hai tay trén ban ngay ngan. Anh boi thi lao dao buéc
vé bép, nhin Michael tran tr6i véi nét mat kinh hoang,
khong thé tin. Sollozzo van ngoi trén ghé, nho cdi ban
chan nén khong nga xuéng. McCluskey nang than nén
tu ghé da lan ra san. Michael budng sang khdi tay, cho
roi trén nguoi lao d€ khong gay tiéng dong. Cau thay
ca ga khach lan anh béi déu khong d€ y sang da roi.
Michael buéc vai budc dén clia, mé cta ra. Xe cua
Sollozzo vin d4u ngoai vé duong song chang thiy tim
tich tai xé. Michael queo trai, ré quanh dau duong. Co6
anh den pha loe 1én, mot chiéc xe nam cho ca tang tro
tdi, ddu ngay cho cau, mé toang ctia don. Michael nhay
vao, xe lién r6 may phong di. Nguoi cam 1ai 1a Tessio,
may rau nhdn nhyi, lanh nhu tién.

“May quat Sollozzo xong chua?” Tessio hoi.

Nghe Tessio noi chii “quat”, Michael ngac nhién.
Ch 4y luon dugc dung theo nghia tinh duc, quat mot
a dan ba ttic 1a nga véi a ta. That la khi Tessio dung né
ltc nay. “Xong ca hai dtia,” cau dap.

“Chac khong?” Tessio hai lai.

“Thay phoi 6¢c ma,” Michael cam doan.

Trén xe d€ san quan 4o cho Michael thay. Hai muoi
phtit sau, cdu da & trén chiéc tau hang Y stia soan di
Sicily. Hai gi¢ sau, tau bat dau ra bién. Tu ca-bin nhin
lai, toan thanh ph6 New York ruc r& anh den, hting huc
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nhu ltia hoa nguc. Michael thdy nhe nhom ghé gom.
Vay la da thoat khdi n6 roi. Cam giac nay khong xa la;
cau nhé hoi su doan Thuy quan Luc chién tin cong
chiém dao, song ban thin ciu lai dugc thoat ra. S& di
thoat 1a vi cdu bi thuong nhe, dugc dua 1én thuyén ra
tau ctu thuong, gitia luc trdn chién van dang ti€p dién.
Cam giac lac d6 cling nhe hét ca ngudi nhu béy gio.
Phong ba bao t6 sé ndi ddy, nhung cau c6 con day dau.

SoLLozzo VA pAl Uy McCLUSKEY viia bi giét thi
ngay hom sau, c6m trudng cém pho tai tat ca cac don
canh sat New York déu ra tuyén bo: Tti nay dep hét dong
diém 6 dé, sé ngung moi thoa thuén véi gidi luu manh,
dén khi hung thu giét McCluskey bi tom. Canh sat can
16n, khap thanh pho. Cac hoat dong bat hgp phap déu
tam ngling.

Ngay ngay hom do, cac gia dinh déu gui dai dién dén
héi nha Corleone c6 chiu giao nop thtt pham khong.
Cau tra 1oi nhén dugc 1a chuyén nay chang lién quan gi
t61 ho. Troi viia t6i, khu cu xa Corleone & Long Beach
lién bi ddnh bom; c6 ké 1ai xe dén trudc day xich chian
cong, quang bom vao rdi vot mat. Ciing dém 4y, hai dau
bo nha Corleone bi giét trong lic dang an t6i binh yén
tai mot nha hang Y nho nho & Greenwich Village. Tran
chién Ngii Dai Gia mafia nam 1946 thé 1a bat dau.
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